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dŚĞ� &ĞĚĞƌĂů� �ƵĚŐĞƚ� ϮϬϭϯ� ʹ� ϮϬϭϰ� ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞŵĞŶƚ� ĂŶĚ� ŝƚƐ�
ĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽŶ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ
The announcement of the Australian Federal Budget is one of the most 
important dates on the calendar for the healthcare industry. The Budget 
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�Ă�ĐůĞĂƌĞƌ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�&ĞĚĞƌĂů�
'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ůĂǇƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ� ŝŶǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚ͘�dŚŝƐ�
upcoming Federal Budget, to be announced on 14 May 2013, comes at 
Ă�ĐƌƵĐŝĂů�ƟŵĞ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ƉƌĞƐƐƵƌĞ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�&ĞĚĞƌĂů�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌ�Ă�
ƟŐŚƚ�ĮƐĐĂů��ƵĚŐĞƚ͕�ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ŝƐĂďŝůŝƚǇ�/ŶƐƵƌĂŶĐĞ�^ĐŚĞŵĞ�
;E�/^Ϳ� ĂŶĚ� ĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇ� ŶĂǀŝŐĂƚĞ� ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ� ŝƐƐƵĞƐ� ŽĨ� ƐƚĂƚĞ� ĂŶĚ� ƚĞƌƌŝƚŽƌǇ�
ũƵƌŝƐĚŝĐƟŽŶ͘� /ƐƐƵĞƐ� ƌĞůĂƟŶŐ� ƚŽ� ŵĞĚŝĐĂů� ŐƌĂĚƵĂƚĞƐ� ĂƌĞ� ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�
poignant, with protected teaching, health workforce capacity, and the 
ƉƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�ŵĞĚŝĐŝŶĞ� ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌƵƌĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŵŽƚĞ�ƐĞƫŶŐ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�
areas that must be addressed in the upcoming Federal Budget. The 
ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ�Ăůů�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ĐŽůůĞŐĞƐ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ�ĨĂĐĞ�ƌĞůĂƚĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�
ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞƐ�ƚƌĂŝŶĞĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ�ĂŚĞĂĚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĂĚŽƉƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ�ƚĞĐŚŶŽůŽŐǇ�ŝŶƚŽ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ŵŽĚĞůƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�
ĂĐƌŽƐƐ� ƌĞŵŽƚĞ͕� ƌĞŐŝŽŶĂů� ĂŶĚ�ŵĞƚƌŽƉŽůŝƚĂŶ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƐĞƫŶŐƐ�
outside of the hospital.

dŚĞ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ
dŚĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ŽĨ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ Ɛ͛�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ� ŝƐ�ƌĂŶŬĞĚ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ� ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ǁŽƌůĚ͘�,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ�ůŝĨĞ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂŶĐǇ�ďƌŝŶŐƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ�
ŽĨ� ĂŶ� ĂŐĞŝŶŐ� ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ͕� ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ� ƚŽ� Ă� ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ� ƐǇƐƚĞŵ� ƚŚĂƚ� ŝƐ�
designed for, and accustomed to, episodic acute and emergency 
ĐĂƌĞ͕� ĂŶĚ� ƐŝŶŐůĞ� ĚŝƐĞĂƐĞ� ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶƐ͘� WĂƟĞŶƚ� ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ�
healthcare system are now more regular and complex and healthcare 
ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂůƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶůǇ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌŝŶŐ�ĐĂƌĞ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�Ă�ƌĂŶŐĞ�
ŽĨ�ƐĞƫŶŐƐ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ĂĐƵƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵďͲĂĐƵƚĞ�ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂůƐ�ŽŶ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƉĂƟĞŶƚ�Žƌ�
ŽƵƚƉĂƟĞŶƚ�ďĂƐŝƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽŵĞ͕�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ĐĂƌĞ�ĐůŝŶŝĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŐĞĚ�ĐĂƌĞ�ƐĞƫŶŐƐ͘�
,ĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ� ĞǆƉĞŶĚŝƚƵƌĞ� ŝƐ� ďĂůůŽŽŶŝŶŐ� ĂŶĚ� ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů� ĚĞŵĂŶĚƐ� ĂƌĞ�
ďĞŝŶŐ�ƉůĂĐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ĂŶ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�ƐƚƌĂŝŶĞĚ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ǁŽƌŬĨŽƌĐĞ͘�΀ϭ΁�

:ƵƌŝƐĚŝĐƟŽŶĂů�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽůŝĐǇ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐͲƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ�
ĚŝǀŝĚĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƌĞƐƵůƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�Ă�ĨƌĂŐŵĞŶƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŝůŽĞĚ�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͘��Ɛ�
Ă�ƌĞƐƵůƚ͕�ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ�ĚŝĸĐƵůƚǇ�ŶĂǀŝŐĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�
and specialist physicians confront challenges trying to integrate and 
ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵƵůƟĚŝƐĐŝƉůŝŶĂƌǇ�ƚĞĂŵ͘�dŚĞƌĞ�
ĂƌĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŽǀĞƌĐŽŵĞ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ďĂƌƌŝĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�
ƐǇƐƚĞŵ� ĂŶĚ� ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞƐ� ĨŽƌ� Ăůů� �ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐ͕� ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽŶƚĞǆƚ�ŽĨ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�,ĞĂůƚŚ�ZĞĨŽƌŵƐ͘��ƌĞĂƐ�ŚŝŐŚůŝŐŚƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŽůůĞŐĞ�
ĂƐ�ŵŽƐƚ�ŝŵƉĂĐƟŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ŐƌĂĚƵĂƚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶ�ƚƌĂŝŶĞĞƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�
ƚŚĞ� ĞƋƵŝƚĂďůĞ� ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ƉŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶ� ĂŶĚ� ƚƌĂŝŶĞĞ� ǁŽƌŬĨŽƌĐĞ͕�
ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚĞĚ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ŽĨ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ǁŽƌŬĨŽƌĐĞ͕�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐĂůůǇ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�
medicine.

One of the greatest strengths of the Australian healthcare system is the 
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ŶƵŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁŚŽ�ǁŝůů�ĞǀĞŶƚƵĂůůǇ�ƵŶĚĞƌƚĂŬĞ�

specialist physician training. Recognising that there are challenges 
associated with increased numbers, the RACP and other medical 
ĐŽůůĞŐĞƐ�ǁŝůů�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ǁŽƌŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�&ĞĚĞƌĂů�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�Ăůů�
ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ŐƌĂĚƵĂƚĞƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĚĞƐŝƌĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞƐƚ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƐ�
ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ� ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ� ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͘� /ŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ� ŶƵŵďĞƌƐ� ŽĨ� ƚƌĂŝŶĞĞƐ�
ǁŝůů� ĞǀĞŶƚƵĂůůǇ� ĞƋƵĂƚĞ� ƚŽ� ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ� ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ� ƉŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶƐ� ĂŶĚ� ŽƚŚĞƌ�
healthcare professionals. It will be important to ensure these numbers 
ĂƌĞ�ŵŽďŝůŝƐĞĚ� ĞīĞĐƟǀĞůǇ� ĂŶĚ� ĂƌĞ� ƚƌĂŝŶĞĚ� ƚŽ� ŽƉĞƌĂƚĞ� ŝŶ� Ă� ŶƵŵďĞƌ� ŽĨ�
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ƐĞƫŶŐƐ͘

WƌŽƚĞĐƚĞĚ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�
dŚĞƌĞ� ŝƐ� Ă� ŶĞĞĚ� ĨŽƌ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚĞĚ� ƟŵĞ� ĨŽƌ� ƐƵƉĞƌǀŝƐŽƌƐ� ĨŽƌ� ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ� ĂŶĚ�
ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͘�/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ŶƵŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ŐƌĂĚƵĂƚĞƐ�
ĞŶƚĞƌŝŶŐ� ƉŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶ� ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ͕� ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�
training programs in accordance with standards set by the regulators 
(the Medical Board of Australia and the Australian Medical Council) 
ŵĞĂŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ŽĨ�ƟŵĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƐƵƉĞƌǀŝƐŽƌƐ�
ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚƌĂŝŶĞĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ŬĞǇ�
priority area by the RACP and many other Australian medical colleges 
ĂŚĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�&ĞĚĞƌĂů��ƵĚŐĞƚ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĂůůŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�DĂǇ�ϮϬϭϯ͘

dŚĞ�Z��W�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚƐ�ƚŚĞ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ǁŽƌŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�Z��W͕ �
ŽƚŚĞƌ� ŵĞĚŝĐĂů� ĐŽůůĞŐĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ũƵƌŝƐĚŝĐƟŽŶƐ� ƚŽ� ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ� ƚŚĞ� ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ� ŽĨ�
specialist physicians to train the future physician workforce. Increased 
ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞĚ�ďǇ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƚĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚĞĚ�
ƟŵĞ� ĨŽƌ� ƐƵƉĞƌǀŝƐŽƌƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƚƌĂŝŶĞĞƐ� ƚŽ� ƵŶĚĞƌƚĂŬĞ� ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ� ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ͕�
ĂŶĚ� ĨĂĐŝůŝƚĂƟŶŐ�ĂŶ� ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƐƵƉĞƌǀŝƐŽƌƐ� ƚŽ�ďĞ�
ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ� ƚŽ� ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ� ƚƌĂŝŶĞĞƐ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬƉůĂĐĞ͘�dŚŝƐ�
ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ĂƩĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ƐƵƉĞƌǀŝƐŽƌ� ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�
ĂƐ�ǁĞůů� ĂƐ� ĂůůŽĐĂƚĞĚ� ƟŵĞ� ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƚ�ǁŝƚŚ� ƚƌĂŝŶĞĞƐ� ƚŽ� ƌĞǀŝĞǁ� ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ͕�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ĂĚǀŝĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ�ƐƵƉĞƌǀŝƐŽƌ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚƐ͘���ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ŬĞǇ�ĂĐƟŽŶ�

Associate Professor Leslie E. Bolitho AM is a consultant physician in internal medicine and has 
ďĞĞŶ� ƉƌĂĐƟĐŝŶŐ� ŝŶ� tĂŶŐĂƌĂƩĂ͕� ŶŽƌƚŚĞĂƐƚ� sŝĐƚŽƌŝĂ͕� ƐŝŶĐĞ� ƌĞĐĞŝǀŝŶŐ� ŚŝƐ� &Z��W� ŝŶ� ϭϵϴϯ͘� ,Ğ� ŝƐ�
ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�dŚĞ�ZŽǇĂů��ƵƐƚƌĂůĂƐŝĂŶ��ŽůůĞŐĞ�ŽĨ�WŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶƐ�;Z��WͿ͘��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞ�WƌŽĨĞƐƐŽƌ�
�ŽůŝƚŚŽ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�Z��W�ĂƐ��ŽƵŶĐŝů�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�;ϮϬϬϭͲϮϬϬϯͿ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ��ŽĂƌĚ��ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ�
;ϮϬϬϱͲϮϬϬϴͿ͘�,Ğ�ǁĂƐ�ĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĚƵůƚ�DĞĚŝĐŝŶĞ��ŝǀŝƐŝŽŶ��ŽƵŶĐŝů�ϮϬϬϱͲϮϬϭϬ�ĂŶĚ�
ŚĂƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ƐĞƌǀĞĚ�ŽŶ�ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ�^ƚĂƚĞ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�ĚĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĞƐ͘�&ƌŽŵ�ϮϬϬϭ�ƚŽ�ϮϬϬϯ͕��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞ�
WƌŽĨĞƐƐŽƌ��ŽůŝƚŚŽ�ŚĞůĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĂů�DĞĚŝĐŝŶĞ�^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ�ĂŶĚ�
EĞǁ��ĞĂůĂŶĚ�;/D^�E�Ϳ͘�&ƌŽŵ�ϮϬϬϱ�ƚŽ�ϮϬϬϵ�ŚĞ�ǁĂƐ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�
�ŽŶƐƵůƚĂŶƚ�WŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶƐ�;���WͿ͕�ĂŶ�ĂĚǀŽĐĂĐǇ�ďŽĚǇ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƟŶŐ�ĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂŶƚ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶƐ͘
�ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞ�WƌŽĨĞƐƐŽƌ��ŽůŝƚŚŽ��D�ǁĂƐ�ĂƉƉŽŝŶƚĞĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�DĞŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�KƌĚĞƌ�ŽĨ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϬ�
for services as a clinician and educator and for his work in the development of rural and regional 
ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ŝŶ� ŶŽƌƚŚĞĂƐƚ� sŝĐƚŽƌŝĂ͘� /Ŷ� ϮϬϬϱ� �ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞ� WƌŽĨĞƐƐŽƌ� �ŽůŝƚŚŽ� ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ� ƚŚĞ� Z��W�
DĞĚĂů�ĨŽƌ�KƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ƚŽ�ZƵƌĂů�ĂŶĚ�ZĞŵŽƚĞ��ƌĞĂƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϬϴ�ǁĂƐ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�
sŝĐƚŽƌŝĂŶ�ZƵƌĂů��ŽĐƚŽƌƐ��ǁĂƌĚ�ĨŽƌ�KƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ��ŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ZƵƌĂů��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�;Zt�sͿ͘
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ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƟŵĞ͕�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƌ͕ �ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƐĞƫŶŐ͘͟ �dŚĞ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�
ĚĞďĂƚĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ǁŽƌŬĨŽƌĐĞ�ƐŚŽƌƚĂŐĞƐ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�
ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶƐ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ� ŝƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ŵŝƐŵĂƚĐŚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚ�ŶĞĞĚƐ͕�
ƌĞŝŶĨŽƌĐĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ĐĂƌĞ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌĞĚ�ŝŶ�Ăůů�ƐĞƫŶŐƐ͘

/ŶĚŝĐĂƚŽƌƐ� ŽĨ� Ă� ŚŝŐŚͲƋƵĂůŝƚǇ� ĂŶĚ� ŚŝŐŚůǇ� ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶŝŶŐ� ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�
ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ƟŵĞůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂĨĞ�ĐĂƌĞ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐĞƫŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ďĞƐƚ�ŵĞĞƚƐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĞĨĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�
ŵŽďŝůŝƐĞ�ŵƵůƟĚŝƐĐŝƉůŝŶĂƌǇ�ƚĞĂŵƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ĐĂƌĞ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�
coordinated manner. 

The RACP strongly supports measures that equip medical graduates 
ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŬŝůůƐ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ�ƉƌĞǀĂůĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŵŽƌďŝĚ�ĐŚƌŽŶŝĐ�
ĚŝƐĞĂƐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ƉĂƚŚǁĂǇƐ�
that enable more generalist and dual trained physician workforce that 
ĐĂŶ� ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚ� ƚŽ� ƚŚŝƐ� ƐŚŝŌ� ŝŶ�ĚĞŵĂŶĚ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ� ƚĂƌŐĞƚĞĚ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶ�ǁŽƌŬĨŽƌĐĞ͕�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ� ƚŽ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ŵĞĞƚ� ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ŽĨ�
ƌƵƌĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŵŽƚĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�ƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŽĚĂǇ Ɛ͛�
ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ŐƌĂĚƵĂƚĞƐ͕�ǁŚŽ�ǁŝůů�ƉůĂǇ�Ă�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�ƌŽůĞ�ŝŶ�ƐŚĂƉŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�
state of Australia’s healthcare landscape.

dŚĞƌĞ� ŝƐ� ŐƌŽǁŝŶŐ� ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ� ƚŽ� ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ� ƚŚĞ� ĂĚŽƉƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞ�
ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂƌƌĂŶŐĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĐĂƌĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�
ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ� ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͘� dŚĞ� ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ� ŽĨ� ĨŽƌŵĂů� ĂƌƌĂŶŐĞŵĞŶƚƐ� ƚŚĂƚ�
ĂůůŽǁ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶƐ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌůǇ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ĐĂƌĞ�ƚŽ��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ĂŶĚ�
dŽƌƌĞƐ� ^ƚƌĂŝƚ� /ƐůĂŶĚĞƌ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ŽůĚĞƌ� ƉĞŽƉůĞ� ŝŶ� ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ� ĂŶĚ�
ĂŐĞĚ�ĐĂƌĞ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƵŶŵĞƚ�ĚĞŵĂŶĚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉĞƌĂƟǀĞ͘�dŽ�ĐŽƵŶƚĞƌ�
ƚŚŝƐ�ƵŶŵĞƚ�ĚĞŵĂŶĚ͕�ƚŚĞ�Z��W�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚƐ�ĐĂƌĞĨƵů�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�
ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ�ŽĨ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ͕ �
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ� ĂŶĚ� ĂŵďƵůĂƚŽƌǇ� ƐĞƫŶŐƐ͘� dŚĞ� �ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ� 'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�
ŵƵƐƚ�ŝŶǀĞƐƚ�ŝŶ�ĐŽƐƚͲĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ�ƚĂŝůŽƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĚĞƐŝŐŶ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�
ĚĞůŝǀĞƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŝĚĞůǇ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞ�Ă�ŵƵůƟĚŝƐĐŝƉůŝŶĂƌǇ�ƚĞĂŵͲďĂƐĞĚ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�
ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĐŚƌŽŶŝĐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐƵƚĞ�ĐĂƌĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ͕ �ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�
ĂŶĚ�ĂŵďƵůĂƚŽƌǇ�ƐĞƫŶŐƐ͘�

As the physicians of the future, trainees and medical graduates play a 
ǀŝƚĂů�ƉĂƌƚ� ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĐŽƐƚͲĞīĞĐƟǀĞ͕�ĞƋƵŝƚĂďůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝŐŚͲ
ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶŝŶŐ� ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ� ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͘� tŽƌŬŝŶŐ� ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞůǇ� ƚŽ� ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�
ŵŽĚĞůƐ�ŽĨ�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ďĞŶĞĮƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚ�ƚŽ�Ăůů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕�ĂŐĞ�
groups, and unique circumstances is key to addressing the complex 
challenges facing today’s healthcare landscape.

ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƐƵƉĞƌǀŝƐŽƌƐ͕�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐƵƉĞƌǀŝƐŽƌ�ƌŽůĞ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŬŝůůƐ͘

�ŶƐƵƌŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ĞƋƵŝƚĂďůĞ� ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ƉŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶ� ĂŶĚ�
ƚƌĂŝŶĞĞ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶ�ǁŽƌŬĨŽƌĐĞ
dŚĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ǁŽƌŬĨŽƌĐĞ�ŵƵƐƚ�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƐƵĸĐŝĞŶƚ�ŶƵŵďĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŬŝůů�ŵŝǆ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ĨĂŝƌůǇ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ͘�
dŚĞ� ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ� ƉŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶ� ǁŽƌŬĨŽƌĐĞ�ŵƵƐƚ� ŚĂǀĞ� ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ� ƚŽ� ƚƌĂŝŶ� ŶĞǁ�
ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ� ƉŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƚĂŬĞ� ƚŚĞ� ƟŵĞ� ƚŽ� ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ� ĂŶĚ� ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�
ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŬŝůůƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŚŝŐŚ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂĨĞ�ĐůŝŶŝĐĂů�
care.  

WĞŽƉůĞ� ůŝǀŝŶŐ� ŝŶ� ƌĞŐŝŽŶĂů͕� ƌƵƌĂů� ĂŶĚ� ƌĞŵŽƚĞ� ĂƌĞĂƐ� ŚĂǀĞ� ƐŽŵĞ� ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ� ŚŝŐŚĞƐƚ� ƌĂƚĞƐ� ŽĨ� ĐŽŵƉůĞǆ� ĂŶĚ� ĐŚƌŽŶŝĐ� ĚŝƐĞĂƐĞ͘� ,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ � ƚŚĞƐĞ�
ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ� ŚĂǀĞ� ƚŚĞ� ƉŽŽƌĞƐƚ� ĂĐĐĞƐƐ� ƚŽ� ůŽĐĂůůǇ� ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ� ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ�
ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ͘� dŚĞƌĞ� ŝƐ� Ă� ŶĞĞĚ� ĨŽƌ� ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ƚŽ� ďĞ� ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚ�
ĨĂŝƌůǇ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ͘�
sƵůŶĞƌĂďůĞ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕� ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ� ƚŚŽƐĞ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ� ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�
ƌĂƚĞƐ� ŽĨ� ůŽŶŐ� ƚĞƌŵ� ŝůůŶĞƐƐ͕�ŵƵƐƚ� ďĞ� ĂďůĞ� ƚŽ� ĂĐĐĞƐƐ� ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�
ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĚŝĸĐƵůƚǇ͘�

dŚĞ�Z��W�ŝƐ�ƐĞĞŬŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ǁŽƌŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�
ƚŽ� ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ� ƚŚĞ� ƌĞĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ� ƉŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶ� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ƚŽǁĂƌĚ�
ƌƵƌĂů� ĂŶĚ� ŶŽŶͲŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů� ƐĞƫŶŐƐ� ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ� ^ƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ� dƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ� WƌŽŐƌĂŵ�
;^dWͿ� ƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚƐ͘� dŚĞ� Z��W� ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚƐ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽŶƟŶƵĂƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ^dW�
funding towards rural training places, rural salaries and ‘Rural Support 
>ŽĂĚŝŶŐ͛� ƚŽ� ƐƵƉƉůĞŵĞŶƚ� ƚŚĞ� ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů� ĐŽƐƚƐ� ŝŶĐƵƌƌĞĚ� ďǇ� ƚƌĂŝŶĞĞƐ� ŝŶ�
ƌƵƌĂů� ĂƌĞĂƐ͘��ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ�ƉƵƚ� ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ� ĂƐ�
ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�&ĞĚĞƌĂů��ƵĚŐĞƚ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟĞƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�̂ dW�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�
towards training places in community, non-clinical and ambulatory 
ĐĂƌĞ� ƐĞƫŶŐƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽŶƟŶƵĂƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ^dW� ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ� ƚŽǁĂƌĚƐ� ƉŽƐƚƐ� ŝŶ�
�ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů� �ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞĚ� �ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ� ,ĞĂůƚŚ� ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� �ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�
DĞĚŝĐĂů�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͘�^ƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ�ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ŚĞĂǀŝůǇ�ƌĞůŝĂŶƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŬŝůůƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ĂǀĂŝůĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĐůŝŶŝĐŝĂŶ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉĞƌǀŝƐŽƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬƉůĂĐĞ͘�dŚĞ�
^dW�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�Ă��ŽŵŵŽŶǁĞĂůƚŚͲĨƵŶĚĞĚ�ĂŶŶƵĂů� ƐĂůĂƌǇ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�
ΨϭϬϬ͕ϬϬϬ�ƵŶƟů�ϮϬϭϱ�ĨŽƌ�ƚƌĂŝŶĞĞƐ�ŝŶ�ŶŽŶͲƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƐĞƫŶŐƐ͘

/Ŷ�ĂŶ� ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƚĞĚ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͕�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ƉƌĂĐƟƟŽŶĞƌƐ�
ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ƟŵĞůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ĐĂƌĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞƫŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ďĞƐƚ�
ŵĞĞƚƐ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚ�ŶĞĞĚƐ͕�ĂƐ�ƐƵŵŵĂƌŝƐĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚƌĂƐĞ�͞ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ĐĂƌĞ͕�Ăƚ�

΀ϭ΁� /ŶƚĞƌŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶĂů� ZĞƉŽƌƚ� ϮϬϭϬ͕� �ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ� ƚŽ� ϮϬϱϬ͗� &ƵƚƵƌĞ� �ŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ͕� ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬĂƌĐŚŝǀĞ͘
ƚƌĞĂƐƵƌǇ͘ŐŽǀ͘ ĂƵͬŝŐƌͬŝŐƌϮϬϭϬͬƌĞƉŽƌƚͬƉĚĨͬ/'ZͺϮϬϭϬ͘ƉĚĨ

ZĞĨĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ


