
A M
S J&ĞĂƚƵƌĞ��ƌƟĐůĞ

�ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�DĞĚŝĐĂů�^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ�:ŽƵƌŶĂů 49

͞KƵƌ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƚĂŬĞ�ďĂĐŬ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ͘͟ �EŽĞů�WĞĂƌƐŽŶ͕�ϮϬϬϬ�΀ϭ΁

dŚŝƐ�ĞŵŽƟǀĞ�ĂƉŚŽƌŝƐŵ�ďǇ�WĞĂƌƐŽŶ�ĞŵďŽĚŝĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞ�ŽĨ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ Ɛ͛�
/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƚŽ�ŐĂŝŶ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĚĞƐƟŶǇ͕ �ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĨŽƌ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�
ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ǁƌĞƐƚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞŵ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽǁĞƌ�ŽĨ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚƐ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�
his statement was primarily directed toward welfare, the same right of 
ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ͕�ƉĞƌŚĂƉƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĂǀĞƐƚ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ�
ĨĂĐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ͘��Ɛ�WĞĂƌƐŽŶ�ĂůůƵĚĞĚ�ƚŽ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŽŶůǇ�ǁĂǇ�ƚŽ�
ƐŽůǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĐƌŝƐŝƐ�ŝƐ�ďǇ�ĞŶĂďůŝŶŐ�ůŽĐĂů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƚĂŬĞ�ĐŚĂƌŐĞ�
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�ĂīĂŝƌƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉůĞ�ŽĨ�ƐĞůĨͲĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�ůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞĚ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�;���,^Ϳ͕�
ǁŚŝĐŚ� ŚĂƐ� ĂůůŽǁĞĚ� ŽǀĞƌ� ϭϱϬ� �ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ� ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�
�ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ� ĐŽŶƚƌŽů� ŽǀĞƌ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ͘� ΀Ϯ΁� dŚŝƐ� ĂƌƟĐůĞ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞƐ� ƚŚĞ�
founding principles behind community controlled health centres in 
�ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ� ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌŝŶŐ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ����,^�
and the unique challenges they face.

The fundamental concept behind each ACCHS – whether metropolitan, 
rural or remote – is the establishment of a primary healthcare facility 
ƚŚĂƚ� ŝƐ� ďŽƚŚ�ďƵŝůƚ� ĂŶĚ� ƌƵŶ�ďǇ� ƚŚĞ� ůŽĐĂů��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů� ƉĞŽƉůĞ� ͞ƚŽ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌ�
ŚŽůŝƐƟĐ͕�ĐŽŵƉƌĞŚĞŶƐŝǀĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂůůǇ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĐĂƌĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽůƐ�ŝƚ͘͟ �΀Ϯ΁�dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ďĂƐĞĚ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉůĞ�ŽĨ�
ƐĞůĨͲĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŐƌĂŶƚƐ�ůŽĐĂů�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽǁĞƌ�ƚŽ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
own goals. From the beginning ACCHS were always intended to be 
ŵŽƌĞ� ƚŚĂŶ�ĞǆĐůƵƐŝǀĞůǇ�Ă�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ĐĞŶƚƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĂĐŚ����,^�ŚĂƐ� ĨŽƵƌ�
ŬĞǇ�ƌŽůĞƐ͗� ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ĐůŝŶŝĐĂů�ĐĂƌĞ͕�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͕�
ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚǀŽĐĂĐǇ͘

���,^�ĞŶĚĞĂǀŽƵƌ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ĂƐ�ĞŶƐŚƌŝŶĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�
tŽƌůĚ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�KƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ϭϵϳϴ��ĞĐůĂƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ��ůŵĂͲ�ƚĂ͘�dŚŝƐ�
ůĂŶĚŵĂƌŬ�ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ĐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�ĚĞĮŶĞĚ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ĂƐ͗

͞ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĐĂƌĞ�ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĂů͕�ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐĂůůǇ�ƐŽƵŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�
ƐŽĐŝĂůůǇ� ĂĐĐĞƉƚĂďůĞ� ŵĞƚŚŽĚƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƚĞĐŚŶŽůŽŐǇ� ŵĂĚĞ� ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐĂůůǇ�
ĂĐĐĞƐƐŝďůĞ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ� ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ� ĨƵůů� ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ� Ăƚ� Ă� ĐŽƐƚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�
ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ� ĐĂŶ� ĂīŽƌĚ� ƚŽ� ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶ͙� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ƐƉŝƌŝƚ� ŽĨ� ƐĞůĨͲ
ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͘͟ �΀ϯ΁

�ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ� ĐŽŶĐĞŝǀĞĚ� ƐƵďƐĞƋƵĞŶƚ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ĂĚǀĞŶƚ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�
ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞĚ� ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ� ŝŶ� �ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͕� ƚŚŝƐ� ĚĞĮŶŝƟŽŶ� ĞĐŚŽĞƐ�
many of the underlying principles upon which ACCHS were founded, 
including the most important aspect – local control. Indeed, it is widely 
accepted throughout the literature that the community itself must 
ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ŝƚƐ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ�ƐŽ�ĂŶ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ�
ŽĨ�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌƚĂŬĞŶ͘�΀ϰͲϳ΁

dŚŝƐ�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉůĞ�ŝƐ�ĞƐƉŽƵƐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�,ĞĂůƚŚ�^ƚƌĂƚĞŐǇ Ɛ͛�
frequently quoted statement that “Aboriginal health is not just the 
ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů� ǁĞůůͲďĞŝŶŐ� ŽĨ� ĂŶ� ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂů� ďƵƚ� ƚŚĞ� ƐŽĐŝĂů͕� ĞŵŽƟŽŶĂů� ĂŶĚ�
ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ǁĞůůͲďĞŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŚŽůĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂů�
ŝƐ�ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨƵůů�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ƚŚĞƌĞďǇ�ďƌŝŶŐŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƚĂů�
ǁĞůůͲďĞŝŶŐ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘͟ � ΀ϴ΁�dŚĞ�ŶŽƟŽŶ�ŽĨ� ͚ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͛� ŝƐ� ĂŶ�
ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�ǀŝĞǁ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞůĨ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞ�
ƐƚƌŽŶŐůǇ� ƌĞůĂƚĞĚ� ƚŽ� ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ĂŶĚ� ǁĞůůͲďĞŝŶŐ͘� �ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐůǇ͕ � ���,^� ŚĂǀĞ�
Ă�ŚŽůŝƐƟĐ�ǀŝĞǁ�ŽĨ�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ͕� ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƐŝŶŐ� ƚŚĂƚ� /ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�
ŶĞĞĚƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŵƵůƟͲĨĂĐĞƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽĐƵƐ�ŽŶ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ĐŽŵƉůĞǆŝƟĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂǇ�
ŶŽƚ�ďĞ�ĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ŵĂŝŶƐƚƌĞĂŵ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͘��Ɛ�ĞĂĐŚ��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ�ŚĂƐ�Ă�ĚŝƐƟŶĐƚ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ͕�΀ϵ΁�
local control is paramount.

The concept of community control is not new. It can be traced back 
ƚŽ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ŶŝŶĞƚĞĞŶƚŚͲĐĞŶƚƵƌǇ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂ͕�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƐƵĐŚ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�ŵŝŐƌĂŶƚƐ͘�
΀ϰ΁� dŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ����,^�ǁĂƐ� ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŶŶĞƌ� ĐŝƚǇ� ^ǇĚŶĞǇ� ƐƵďƵƌď�
ŽĨ� ZĞĚĨĞƌŶ� ŝŶ� ϭϵϳϭ͘� ΀ϭϬ΁� <ŶŽǁŶ� ĂƐ� ƚŚĞ� �ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů� DĞĚŝĐĂů� ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ�
(AMS), it pioneered the concept of community controlled healthcare 
in Australia and, from modest beginnings, has now expanded into a 
ŵĂũŽƌ͕ �ǀĞƌƐĂƟůĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�ĨƌĞĞ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů͕�ĚĞŶƚĂů͕�
ƉƐǇĐŚŽůŽŐŝĐĂů͕� ĂŶƚĞŶĂƚĂů� ĂŶĚ� ĚƌƵŐ� ĂŶĚ� ĂůĐŽŚŽů� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ůĂƌŐĞ�
�ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ� ŝŶ� ^ǇĚŶĞǇ͘� ZĞĚĨĞƌŶ Ɛ͛� �D^�ŽǀĞƌĐĂŵĞ� ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞƐ�
ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ĂŶ�ŝŶŝƟĂůůǇ�ĚŝƐƚƌƵƐƞƵů�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂƚĞƌŶĂůŝƐƟĐ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�
ĚĞĚŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ǀŝƐŝŽŶĂƌǇ�/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ďĞŶĞǀŽůĞŶƚ�
ŶŽŶͲ/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐ͘�΀ϭϬ͕ϭϭ΁

^ƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐĞĚ�/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�ƉŽůŝĐŝĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů͕�ĂƐ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ�ƚŽ�ĂƉƉůǇ�
ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŶŽŶͲ/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�
ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ͘� DĂŶǇ� /ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ� ƉĞŽƉůĞ� ĂƌĞ� ƵŶĐŽŵĨŽƌƚĂďůĞ� ǁŝƚŚ� ƐĞĞŬŝŶŐ�
ŵĞĚŝĐĂů� ŚĞůƉ� Ăƚ� ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂůƐ� Žƌ� ŐĞŶĞƌĂů� ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞ� ĂƌĞ�
ƌĞůƵĐƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ŽďƚĂŝŶ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ĐĂƌĞ͘�΀ϭϮ΁�/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ͕�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�
ŝƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ĞǆƚƌĞŵĞůǇ�ĚŝĸĐƵůƚ�ĚƵĞ�ƚŽ�ĞŝƚŚĞƌ�ŐĞŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐĂů�ŝƐŽůĂƟŽŶ�Žƌ�ůĂĐŬ�
ŽĨ� ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĂƟŽŶ͘� DĂŶǇ� /ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ� ƉĞŽƉůĞ� ůŝǀĞ� ďĞůŽǁ� ƚŚĞ� ƉŽǀĞƌƚǇ�
ůŝŶĞ͕� ƐŽ� ƚŚĞ� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ� ďǇ� ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĚŽ� ŶŽƚ� ďƵůŬ� ďŝůů� ĂƌĞ�
ƵŶĂƩĂŝŶĂďůĞ͘� DĂŝŶƐƚƌĞĂŵ� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞ� ƚŽ� ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ� ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�
ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ� ƚŽ� �ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů� ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ� ĚƵĞ� ƚŽ� ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ� ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů� ĂŶĚ�
ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ�ĚŝƐƉĂƌŝƟĞƐ͖� ΀ϱ͕ϭϯ΁� ƚŚĞ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ����,^�ĂƩĞŵƉƚƐ� ƚŽ�
ŽǀĞƌĐŽŵĞ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ͘

&Žƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�/ŶĂůĂ�/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�̂ ĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ŝŶ�ƐŽƵƚŚͲǁĞƐƚ��ƌŝƐďĂŶĞ�
ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚ�ĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ�ŵĂƌŬĞƚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂĐƚŽƌƐ�ŬĞĞƉŝŶŐ�
�ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƵƟůŝƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶƐƚƌĞĂŵ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͘�dŚĞ�
ƌĞƐƵůƚƐ� ƐŚŽǁĞĚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƐĞǀĞƌĂů� ƐŝŵƉůĞ� ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ� ǁĞƌĞ� ŚŝŐŚůǇ� ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�
in engaging the local community, such as employing an Indigenous 
ƌĞĐĞƉƟŽŶŝƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂŝƟŶŐ�ƌŽŽŵ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂůůǇ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ůŽĐĂů�Ăƌƚ�Žƌ�ďƌŽĂĚĐĂƐƟŶŐ�ĂŶ��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ƌĂĚŝŽ�ƐƚĂƟŽŶ͘�΀ϭϮ΁�/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�
ĮǀĞ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�
/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ�Ăƚ�/ŶĂůĂ�ďĂůůŽŽŶĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ϭϮ�ƚŽ�ϴϵϵ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ�
ŽĨ�ĨŽƵƌ�ĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂƟŽŶƐ�ƉĞƌ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚ�ƉĞƌ�ǇĞĂƌ�ǁĂƐ�ĂƩĂŝŶĞĚ͕�ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů� /ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ�ŽĨ� ĨĞǁĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚǁŽ͘� ΀ϭϰ΁���ĨŽůůŽǁͲƵƉ�
ƐƵƌǀĞǇ� ĂƩƌŝďƵƚĞĚ� ƉĂƟĞŶƚ� ƐĂƟƐĨĂĐƟŽŶ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ� ŽĨ� /ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�
ƐƚĂī�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ĨŽĐƵƐ�ŽŶ�/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ͘�΀ϭϮ΁

EĞǀĞƌƚŚĞůĞƐƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐĞƋƵĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ��ůŽŶŐƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽďƐƚĂĐůĞƐ�ƚŽ�/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�
access to mainstream healthcare is manifest in the stark inequity 
between the health outcomes of Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
�ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐ͘� dŚĞ� ŵŽƐƚ� ƌĞĐĞŶƚ� ĚĂƚĂ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞ� �ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ� /ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ�

dŚĞ�ƌŽůĞ�ŽĨ��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞĚ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ŝŶ�/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�
health
DŝĐŚĂĞů�tĞŝŐŚƚŵĂŶ
Sixth Year Medicine (Undergraduate)
hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ��ĚĞůĂŝĚĞ

DŝĐŚĂĞů� ŝƐ� ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ� ƵŶĚĞƌƚĂŬŝŶŐ� ŚŝƐ� ,ŽŶŽƵƌƐ� ǇĞĂƌ͘ � ,Ğ� ŚĂƐ� ĂŶ� ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ� ŝŶ� ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ� ŚĞĂůƚŚ͕�
including Indigenous health policy.
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ũƵƌŝƐĚŝĐƟŽŶ͘�΀Ϯ΁��ǆĂŵƉůĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƟŽŶƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ƚŚĞ��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�
,ĞĂůƚŚ� Θ� DĞĚŝĐĂů� ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ� �ŽƵŶĐŝů� ŽĨ� EĞǁ� ^ŽƵƚŚ� tĂůĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ�
�ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�DĞĚŝĐĂů�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ��ůůŝĂŶĐĞ�EŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ�dĞƌƌŝƚŽƌǇ͘��ƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�
ůĞǀĞů�ƚŚĞ�ƵŵďƌĞůůĂ�ďŽĚǇ�ŽǀĞƌƐĞĞŝŶŐ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ� ŝƐ� ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞĚ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�
KƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƟŽŶ� ;E���,KͿ͘� ΀Ϯ΁� /ŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂů� ���,^͕� ĂƐ� ǁĞůů� ĂƐ� E���,K�
ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ĂĸůŝĂƚĞĚ� ƐƚĂƚĞ� Žƌ� ƚĞƌƌŝƚŽƌǇ� ƉĞĂŬ� ďŽĚŝĞƐ͕� ůŽďďǇ� Ăůů� ůĞǀĞůƐ� ŽĨ�
ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�
ĨĂĐŝŶŐ��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘�dŚĞ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟǀĞ�ǁĞŝŐŚƚ�ŽĨ�E���,K�ĂƐ�Ă�
ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂĚǀŽĐĂƚĞ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ĞĂĐŚ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ Ɛ͛�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŚĞĂƌĚ͘

/ŶĞǀŝƚĂďůǇ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŽƉĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ĞĂĐŚ����,^�ĐĂŶ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ŝƐ�ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƚĞĚ�
by funding, most of which comes from the Commonwealth or State 
ĂŶĚ�dĞƌƌŝƚŽƌǇ�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚƐ͘�΀Ϯ΁�DŽƌĞ�ŵŽŶĞǇ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƐƉĞŶƚ�ƉĞƌ�
ĐĂƉŝƚĂ�ŽŶ�ŵĂŝŶƐƚƌĞĂŵ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽŶ��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ŚĞĂůƚŚ͕�ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞ�
the great dichotomy in health outcomes. Indeed, the 2012 Indigenous 
�ǆƉĞŶĚŝƚƵƌĞ� ZĞƉŽƌƚ� ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ� ĮŐƵƌĞƐ� ƐŚŽǁŝŶŐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĨŽƌ� ĞǀĞƌǇ� ĚŽůůĂƌ�
spent on healthcare subsidies for non-Indigenous health, only $0.66 is 
ƐƉĞŶƚ�ŽŶ��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ŚĞĂůƚŚ͘�΀ϭϵ΁�dŚŝƐ�ƐƚĂƟƐƟĐ�ĐŽǀĞƌƐ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ŬĞǇ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ŽĨ�
ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ĞǆƉĞŶĚŝƚƵƌĞ͕�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�DĞĚŝĐĂƌĞ�ƌĞďĂƚĞƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚĂƌŵĂĐĞƵƟĐĂů�
ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ƐĐŚĞŵĞ�;W�^Ϳ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ŝŶƐƵƌĂŶĐĞ�ƌĞďĂƚĞƐ͘�dŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞ͕�
/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�
ĚĞůŝǀĞƌǇ͕ � ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ĐůŝŶŝĐĂů�ĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ͕�ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ� ŶŽŶͲ/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ� ĐŽƵŶƚĞƌƉĂƌƚƐ͘�,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ � ŝƚ� ŝƐ� ƉƌŽƉŝƟŽƵƐ� ƚŽ�ŶŽƚĞ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ďŽĚŝĞƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ǀĂůƵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�
ĞīŽƌƚƐ�ŽĨ����,^͕�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƌĞĂ�ŝƐ�Ă�Ψϰ͘ϴϵ�ƚŽ�Ψϭ͘ϬϬ�ƌĂƟŽ�
ŝŶ�ĨĂǀŽƵƌ�ŽĨ�/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ͘�΀ϭϵ΁�EĞǀĞƌƚŚĞůĞƐƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƚǇ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ƚŽ�
ďĞ�ƉůĂĐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ĞŶƐƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƵĸĐŝĞŶƚ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĞǆŝƐƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĂůůŽǁ�/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�
ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĐĂƌĞ�ƐƵďƐŝĚŝĞƐ�ĂƐ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ͘

/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĂĚĞƋƵĂƚĞ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ͕�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ŽďƐƚĂĐůĞ�ƚŚĂƚ����,^�
ĨĂĐĞ� ŝƐ� ƚŚĞ� ĚŝĸĐƵůƚǇ� ŝŶ� ĂƩƌĂĐƟŶŐ� ĂŶĚ� ƌĞƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ� ĚŽĐƚŽƌƐ� ĂŶĚ� ĂůůŝĞĚ�
health professionals. According to the AIHW’s most recent report, 
ŽŶůǇ� ϲϯй� ŽĨ� /ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ� ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ� ĞŵƉůŽǇ� Ă� ĚŽĐƚŽƌ͘ �
΀ϮϬ΁� �ŽŶƐĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ͕ � Ă� ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ� ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ŶƵŵďĞƌ� ŽĨ� ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�
ƉƌĂĐƟƟŽŶĞƌƐ� ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ� ǁŝƚŚ� /ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ� ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ� ŝƐ� ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ� ƐŝŵƉůǇ�
ƚŽ� ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ� ĂĚĞƋƵĂƚĞ� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͘� dŚĞƌĞ� ŝƐ� ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂůůǇ� Ă� ƐĞǀĞƌĞ� ůĂĐŬ� ŽĨ�
�ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů� ŵĞĚŝĐĂů� ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ� ĂŶĚ� ŐĞŶĞƌĂů� ƉƌĂĐƟƟŽŶĞƌƐ͕� ǁŚŝĐŚ� ůŝŵŝƚƐ�
ƚŚĞ� ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ� ĨŽƌ� /ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ� ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂůƐ� ƚŽ� ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ� ĐƵůƚƵƌĂůůǇͲ
ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ� ĐĂƌĞ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ŽǁŶ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘� �ĞŶƐƵƐ�ĚĂƚĂ� ĨƌŽŵ�ϮϬϬϲ�
ĨŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ϭϬϲ�/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�ĚŽĐƚŽƌƐ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂůůǇ͕ �ĂĐĐŽƵŶƟŶŐ�
ĨŽƌ�ŽŶůǇ�Ϭ͘ϭϵй�ŽĨ�Ăůů�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ƉƌĂĐƟƟŽŶĞƌƐ͘� ΀Ϯϭ΁�dŚĞƐĞ� ƐŚŽƌƚĂŐĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�
compounded further for ACCHS in rural and remote areas. By 2011, 
further data from Medical Deans demonstrated that the numbers had 
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ� ƚŽ� ϭϱϯ� /ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ� ŵĞĚŝĐĂů� ƉƌĂĐƟƟŽŶĞƌƐ� ŶĂƟŽŶĂůůǇ͕ � ĂůŽŶŐ�
with 218 enrolled Indigenous medical students. Although promising, 
ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌƐ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶ�ŐƌŽƐƐůǇ�ŝŶĂĚĞƋƵĂƚĞ�ƚŽ�ĨƵůĮů�ǁŽƌŬĨŽƌĐĞ�ĚĞŵĂŶĚ͘�
΀ϮϮ΁

^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ďĞĐŽŵĞ� ƐƚƌĞƚĐŚĞĚ� ĚƵĞ� ƚŽ� ƉĞƌƉĞƚƵĂů� ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ� ŝŶĂĚĞƋƵĂĐŝĞƐ͘�
hŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚĂďůǇ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŵŽƚĞŶĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ƐŽŵĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ŵĂŬĞƐ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�
ĚĞůŝǀĞƌǇ� ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐŝŶŐ͕� ǇĞƚ� ĞǀĞŶ� ŵĂũŽƌ� ŵĞƚƌŽƉŽůŝƚĂŶ� ĂƌĞĂƐ� ǁŝƚŚ� ůĂƌŐĞ�
/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ�ĐĂŶ�ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞ�ƚŽ�ĂĚĞƋƵĂƚĞůǇ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�
in their catchment area. Under-resourcing places major constraints on 
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ����,^� ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ� ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ�ĞǆŚŝďŝƚ�
ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ� ǀĂƌŝĂƟŽŶ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ůĞǀĞů� ŽĨ� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ŽīĞƌĞĚ͘� ^ŽŵĞ� ĂƌĞ� ůĂƌŐĞ͕�
ĞŵƉůŽǇ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ĚŽĐƚŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�Ă�ǁŝĚĞ�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͖�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�
ĂƌĞ� ŵƵĐŚ� ƐŵĂůůĞƌ� ĂŶĚ� ŽƉĞƌĂƚĞ� ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ� ĚŽĐƚŽƌƐ͘� ΀ϮϬ΁� dŚĞƐĞ� ƌĞůǇ� ŽŶ�
�ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŶƵƌƐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďƵůŬ�ŽĨ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�
healthcare.

�Ɛ� ƐƵĐŚ͕� ƚŚĞ� ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ���,^� ĐŽŶĐĞƉƚ� ǁŽƵůĚ� ŶŽƚ� ŚĂǀĞ� ďĞĞŶ�
ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� �ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů� ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ͘� dŚĞ�
ƌŽůĞ�ŽĨ��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ͕�ǁŚŽ�ĂƌĞ�ŽŌĞŶ�ƐŽƵƌĐĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĐĂů�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕ �ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ƚŚĂƚ����,^�ŽīĞƌ͘ �΀Ϯϯ΁�
dŚŝƐ� ŝŶǀŽůǀĞƐ� ĂƐƐĞƐƐŝŶŐ� ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞŶ� ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƟŶŐ� Žƌ� ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ� ŵĞĚŝĐĂů� ĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ� ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ͘� ,ĞĂůƚŚ� ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ� ĂƌĞ� ĂďůĞ� ƚŽ� ƚƌĞĂƚ�
ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞůƉ�ŽĨ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ�ƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ�ŐƵŝĚĞůŝŶĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�Ă�ƐĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ͘�/ŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚůǇ͕ �

of Health and Welfare (AIHW) shows that the discrepancy in life 
expectancy between Aboriginal Australians and their non-Indigenous 
counterparts remains unacceptably high, at 11.5 years for males and 
ϵ͘ϳ� ĨŽƌ� ĨĞŵĂůĞƐ͘� ΀ϭϱ΁�DŽƌĞŽǀĞƌ͕ � ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ� ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞ� ƚŚĂƚ��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�
ƉĞŽƉůĞ� ŚĂǀĞ� ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ� ǁŽƌƐĞ� ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞƐ� ŝŶ� ŬĞǇ� ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚŽƌƐ͕�
ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ� ŝŶĨĂŶƚ�ŵŽƌƚĂůŝƚǇ͕ �ĚŝĂďĞƚĞƐ͕�ŚĞĂƌƚ�ĚŝƐĞĂƐĞ͕� ŝŶĨĞĐƟŽƵƐ�ĚŝƐĞĂƐĞ�
ĂŶĚ�ŵĞŶƚĂů�ŝůůŶĞƐƐ͘�΀ϱ͕ϭϮ͕ϭϯ͕ϭϲ΁�^ƵĐŚ�ĚŝƐƉĂƌŝƟĞƐ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ă�ŶŽǀĞů͕�
tailored approach to Indigenous health is required.

�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů͕�ĂƐ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ��ŶǇŝŶŐŝŶǇŝ�,ĞĂůƚŚ��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů��ŽƌƉŽƌĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ�dĞƌƌŝƚŽƌǇ͘�
�ŶǇŝŶŐŝŶǇŝ� ƐĞƌǀĞƐ� ƚŚĞ� ƚǁĞůǀĞ� ƌĞŵŽƚĞ� �ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�
a 100km radius of Tennant Creek and its name comes from the local 
tĂƌƵŵƵŶŐƵ� ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ͕� ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐ� ͚ďĞůŽŶŐŝŶŐ� ƚŽ� ƵƐ͛� ΀ϭϳ΁� ĞŵƉŚĂƐŝƐŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ Ɛ͛�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ŽĨ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŝĚĞ�ŝŶ͕�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͘��ŶǇŝŶŐŝŶǇŝ�ŚĂƐ�
ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ƐƚƌŝǀĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ũƵƐƚ�Ă�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂƐ�ĞǀŽůǀĞĚ�
ƚŽ� ĚĞůŝǀĞƌ� ŵĂŶǇ� ŽƚŚĞƌ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ� ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞƐ͘� dŚŝƐ� ŝƐ� ĞŵďŽĚŝĞĚ�
by Anyinginyi’s insistence on ‘culturally appropriate’ healthcare for 
�ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͘� /Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ĂĚǀŝĐĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĐĂů��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ� ŝƐ� ŽīĞƌĞĚ� ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ� ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ� ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ� ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞƐ� ƚŚĂƚ�
ƌĂŶŐĞ� ĨƌŽŵ� ĞŵƉůŽǇŵĞŶƚ� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ƚŽ� ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů� ĂŶĚ� ƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂů� ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�
ƉƌŽŵŽƟŶŐ�/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͘�KŶĞ�ƐƵĐŚ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ŝƐ�
ƚŚĞ�͚WŝůŝǇŝŶƟŶũŝͲ<ŝ�^ƚƌŽŶŐĞƌ�&ĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͛�ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĂƐƐŝƐƚƐ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ƌĞůĂƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�
ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ǀŝŽůĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�^ƚŽůĞŶ�'ĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘�΀ϭϳ΁�/ŶĚĞĞĚ͕����,^�ƐƵĐŚ�
ĂƐ� �ŶǇŝŶŐŝŶǇŝ� ŚĂǀĞ� ƚŚĞ� ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů� ďĞŶĞĮƚ� ŽĨ� ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ� ĞŵƉůŽǇŵĞŶƚ�
ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ� ĨŽƌ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ� ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͕� ĂƐ� ƚŚĞ� ǀĂƐƚ� ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�
ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ͘��ůů�ŶĞǁ�ƐƚĂī�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�Ă��ƌŽƐƐ�
Cultural Workshop, as one of Anyinginyi’s goals is to ensure that the 
ůŽĐĂů��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ĐƵůƚƵƌĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚƌŝǀĞ͘

dŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�Ăƌŵ�ŽĨ�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ŝŶ����,^�ƌĞůĂƚĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ�
ŚĞĂůƚŚ͕� ǁŝƚŚ� ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞƐ� ƌĂŶŐŝŶŐ� ĨƌŽŵ� ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ� ĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶƐ� ƚŽ�
ŝŵŵƵŶŝƐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ� ĨŽƌ�ĚŝƐĞĂƐĞƐ͘� ΀Ϯ΁�KŶĞ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ� ůĂƌŐĞͲ
ƐĐĂůĞ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ� ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ƉƌŽŵŽƟŽŶ� ĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶƐ� ƌƵŶ� ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐĂůůǇ� ĨŽƌ�
Aboriginal people was conducted by the Redfern AMS between 1983-
ϭϵϴϰ�ƚŽ�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ�ďƌĞĂƐƚͲĨĞĞĚŝŶŐ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĐĂů�<ŽŽƌŝ�ŵŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘�΀ϭϭ΁�
/ƚ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞĚ�ƐƵĐŚ�ƐƚƵŶŶŝŶŐ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ƐĞƚ�Ă�ƉƌĞĐĞĚĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�
���,^� ƚŽ� ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ� ĂƌĞĂ� ŽĨ� ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ�ŵĞĚŝĐŝŶĞ͕�
ǁŝƚŚ�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌ�ĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƐĞǆƵĂů�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂĨĞ�ĂůĐŽŚŽů�ĐŽŶƐƵŵƉƟŽŶ�
ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�ďĞĞŶ�ƵŶĚĞƌƚĂŬĞŶ�ƐƵďƐĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ͘

DŽƌĞŽǀĞƌ͕ � ĞĂĐŚ� ���,^� ƌƵŶƐ� ƐƉĞĐŝĂů� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĂƌĞ� ĚŝĐƚĂƚĞĚ� ďǇ�
ůŽĐĂů� ŶĞĞĚƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟĞƐ͘� /Ŷ� ƐŽŵĞ� ŝŶƐƚĂŶĐĞƐ͕� ƚŚĞƌĞ� ŝƐ� Ă� ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�
ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĞĚ͕�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƉŽŽƌ�ŶƵƚƌŝƟŽŶ�Žƌ�
ƐƵďƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ĂďƵƐĞ͘�KƚŚĞƌ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚĞĚ�Ăƚ� ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ͕�
ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ǇŽƵŶŐ�ŵŽƚŚĞƌƐ�Žƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĞůĚĞƌůǇ͘�dŚĞ�ŇĞǆŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ĞĂĐŚ����,^�ƚŽ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�
ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ� ŝƚƐ� ĂƌĞĂ� ʹ� ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĐĂŶ� ŽŶůǇ� ďĞ� ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚ� ďǇ�
ƚŚĞ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ� ŝƚƐĞůĨ͘ � &Žƌ� ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕� ƚŚĞ� �ĂŶŝůĂ� �ŝůďĂ� ,ĞĂůƚŚ� ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ�
ŝŶ� �ĂƌǁŝŶ� ƌƵŶƐ� Ă� ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ� ĐĂůůĞĚ� ͚�ĂƌĞ� ƚŽ� �ƌĞĂŵ͛� ƚŚĂƚ� ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƵŶƐĞůůŝŶŐ� ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵŶŐ� /ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ� ƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐ� ĨƌŽŵ�
ŵĞŶƚĂů�ŝůůŶĞƐƐ͘�΀ϭϴ΁�/ƚ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝŶƚĞŶĚƐ�
ƚŽ� ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ� ĂŶĚ� ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ� ĂĚŽůĞƐĐĞŶƚƐ� ĞǆŚŝďŝƟŶŐ� ĞĂƌůǇ� ƐŝŐŶƐ� ŽĨ� ďŽƚŚ�
ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌĂů� ĂŶĚ� ŵĞŶƚĂů� ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ͘� dŽ� ƚŚŝƐ� ĞŶĚ͕� ƐĐŚŽŽů� ǀŝƐŝƚƐ�
are undertaken to promote awareness of mental health issues to 
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂī͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ��ĂŶŝůĂ��ŝůďĂ�ŚĂƐ�ƚŽ�ŽīĞƌ͘ �
A ‘chillout’ centre has been set up in Darwin as a safe place for young 
people to come and allows the community workers to refer those who 
ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ� ƚŽ� ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ� ĐŽƵŶƐĞůůŝŶŐ� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͘� �Ɛ� ƐƵĐŚ͕� �ĂŶŝůĂ� �ŝůďĂ� ŝƐ�
ĞŵƉŽǁĞƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽĂĐƟǀĞůǇ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ĂŶ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ůŽĐĂů�ŝƐƐƵĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�
culturally-appropriate way.

���,^�ĂƌĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ĂĐƟǀĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƌĞĂ�ŽĨ�ĂĚǀŽĐĂĐǇ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞƐ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ�Ă�
ǀŽŝĐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐĞĚ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�
ĞĂĐŚ� ���,^� ŽƉĞƌĂƚĞƐ� ĂƵƚŽŶŽŵŽƵƐůǇ͕ � ƚŚĞǇ� ĨŽƌŵ� Ă� ŶĂƟŽŶĂů� ŶĞƚǁŽƌŬ�
ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ĐŽůůĞĐƟǀĞ� ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚƐ� ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ� ďŽƚŚ� ŽŶ� Ă� ƐƚĂƚĞͬƚĞƌƌŝƚŽƌǇ�
ůĞǀĞů�ĂŶĚ�ĂůƐŽ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂůůǇ͘��ĂĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŝŐŚƚ�ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚĞƌƌŝƚŽƌŝĞƐ�ŚĂƐ�Ă�
ƉĞĂŬ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ�ďŽĚǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂĐƚƐ�ŽŶ�ďĞŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ�Ăůů����,^�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�
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enter the profession can be an important way of addressing both the 
ůĂĐŬ� ŽĨ� ĚŽĐƚŽƌƐ� ŝŶ� /ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƉĂƵĐŝƚǇ� ŽĨ� ĚŽĐƚŽƌƐ�
ŽĨ� /ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ� ďĂĐŬŐƌŽƵŶĚ͘� dŚĞ� ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ� ĂƌĞ� ďƌŽĂĚĞƌ� ƚŚĂŶ� ƚŚŝƐ͕� ĂƐ�
/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�ĚŽĐƚŽƌƐ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ƐƚƌŽŶŐ�ƌŽůĞ�ŵŽĚĞůƐ� ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵŶŐ� /ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�
ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂůƐŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂĚǀŽĐĂĐǇ�ĂŶĚ�
leadership within Indigenous health.

^ĞĐŽŶĚůǇ͕ � ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů� ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ� ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ� ĂƐ� Ă� ǁŚŽůĞ� ŝƐ� ĞǆƉŽƐĞĚ� ƚŽ�
increasingly more Indigenous health as part of the core curriculum 
Ăƚ� ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ� ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ� ĂĚŽƉƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ƵƉĚĂƚĞĚ� �ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ� DĞĚŝĐĂů�
�ŽƵŶĐŝů� ĂĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ� ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐ� ĨƌŽŵ� ϮϬϬϳ͘� ΀Ϯϳ΁� �ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂůůǇ͕ � ƐŽŵĞ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĞǀĞŶ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ� ƚŽ�ƐƉĞŶĚ�ƟŵĞ� ŝŶ�ĂŶ����,^�ĂŶĚ�
ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ� ĮƌƐƚͲŚĂŶĚ� ŚŽǁ� ƚŚĞ� ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ǁŽƌŬƐ͘� dŚĞƌĞ� ŚĂƐ� ďĞĞŶ� ƐŽŵĞ�
ĐƌŝƟĐŝƐŵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�͚ŇǇ�ŝŶ͕�ŇǇ�ŽƵƚ͛�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ĞůĞĐƟǀĞƐ͕�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�
ƐĞŶƚ�ƚŽ����,^�ĨŽƌ�ƐŚŽƌƚ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ�ůĞĂǀĞ͘�΀Ϯϴ΁�tŚŝůƐƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŵŽĚĞů�
ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ďĞŶĞĮĐŝĂů�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͕�ŝƚ�ĨĂŝůƐ�ƚŽ�ĞŶŐĂŐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĐĂů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�
ĂƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ƵŶĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ďƵŝůĚ�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐĨƵů�Žƌ�ůĂƐƟŶŐ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�
student.

�ĞƩĞƌ�ŵŽĚĞůƐ� ĂůůŽǁ� ĨŽƌ� Ă� ůŽŶŐĞƌͲƚĞƌŵ� ƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ� ĂŶĚ� ŝŵŵĞƌƐŝŽŶ� ŝŶ�
the community. These include the John Flynn Placement Programme 
where some students are able to spend a fortnight annually in an 
���,^� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� EŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ� dĞƌƌŝƚŽƌǇ� ŽǀĞƌ� Ă� ƉĞƌŝŽĚ� ŽĨ� ĨŽƵƌ� ǇĞĂƌƐ͘� ΀Ϯϵ΁�
Another example is the Northern Territory Clinical School, which 
ĂůůŽǁƐ�ƚŚŝƌĚͲǇĞĂƌ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�&ůŝŶĚĞƌƐ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƐƉĞŶĚ�Ă�
ǁŚŽůĞ�ǇĞĂƌ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�ŝŶ��ĂƌǁŝŶ͕�ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�
ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ� ǁŝƚŚ� ůŽĐĂů� /ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘� ΀ϯϬ΁� /ŶŝƟĂƟǀĞƐ� ƐƵĐŚ� ĂƐ�
ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŚĞůƉ�ƚŽ�ďƵŝůĚ�Ă�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ĨŽƌ�
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ĂĐĐĞƉƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͘��ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂůůǇ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�
ŝƐ� ĂďůĞ� ƚŽ� ŵĂŬĞ� Ă� ŵŽƌĞ� ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐĨƵů� ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ� ƚŽ� ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ� ĐůŝĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�
ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ͘� WƌŽůŽŶŐĞĚ� Žƌ� ůŽŶŐŝƚƵĚŝŶĂů� ĂƩĂĐŚŵĞŶƚƐ� ŚĂǀĞ� ĂůƐŽ� ďĞĞŶ�
ƐŚŽǁŶ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝŬĞůŝŚŽŽĚ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĚŽĐƚŽƌ͘ �΀ϯϭ΁�
�ĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇ͕ �ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ŵƵĐŚ�ƐĐŽƉĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�
ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŚĂƌŶĞƐƐĞĚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞůǇ͘

/ƚ� ŝƐ� ĂďƵŶĚĂŶƚůǇ� ĂƉƉĂƌĞŶƚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĂŶǇ� ƐŽůƵƟŽŶ� ƚŽ� ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ� ƚŚĞ� ŚĞĂůƚŚ�
ŝŶĞƋƵĂůŝƟĞƐ�ŽĨ��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁŝůů�ŽŶůǇ�ďĞ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�ŝĨ�ŝƚ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƐĞƐ�
ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞ� ůŽĐĂů� �ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ� ŵƵƐƚ� ĐŽŶƚƌŽů� ƚŚĞ� ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ� ŽĨ�
ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ� ĚĞůŝǀĞƌǇ͘� dŚŝƐ� ŝƐ� ƚŚĞ� ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉůĞ� ƵƉŽŶ� ǁŚŝĐŚ� ���,^� ǁĞƌĞ�
ĨŽƵŶĚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĂƩƌŝďƵƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŵĂŶǇ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĞƐ͕�ĂƐ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞĚ�
through the examples of Redfern’s AMS, Inala, Anyinginyi, Danila Dilba 
and Pika Wiya. In spite of the challenges posed by inadequate funding, 
ƵŶĚĞƌͲƐƚĂĸŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽŌĞŶ�ƌĞŵŽƚĞ� ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ͕� ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƟŽŶƐ�ƐƚƌŝǀĞ�
ƚŽ�ƵƉŚŽůĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝĚĞĂůƐ�ŽĨ�ƐĞůĨͲĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů͘� /ƚ�
ŝƐ�ŚŽƉĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŝĚĞƌ�ĂĚŽƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉůĞƐ�ďǇ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŝŶŐ�
ďŽĚŝĞƐ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ�ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂů�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ǁŝůů�ĞŶĂďůĞ�/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�
�ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐ� ĐŽŶƚƌŽů� ŽǀĞƌ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ůŝǀĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ĚĞƐƟŶŝĞƐ͕� ůĞĂĚŝŶŐ� ƚŽ� ďĞƩĞƌ�
health outcomes.
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�ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů� ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ� ŚĂǀĞ� Ă� ůŝĂŝƐŽŶ� ƌŽůĞ� ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ� ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�
ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂůƐ�ĂŶĚ��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ͘�dŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ŽŌĞŶ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĂĐƚ�
ĂƐ� ĂŶ� ŝŶƚĞƌƉƌĞƚĞƌ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ� ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚ� ĂŶĚ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů͕� ƚŚƵƐ�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƚĞƌŵĞĚŝĂƌǇ�ĨŽƌ�ĐƌŽƐƐͲĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟŽŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞ�
ŝŵƉƌŽǀŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĐĂů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘

�ƵĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŽŌĞŶ�ƋƵŝƚĞ�ƌĞŵŽƚĞ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ����,^�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐĂƌĐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�
doctors and nurses, Aboriginal health workers perform many clinical 
ƚĂƐŬƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ďǇ�Ă�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů�ŝŶ�ŵĂŝŶƐƚƌĞĂŵ�
ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͘� �ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů� ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ� ďĞĂƌ� ŵƵĐŚ� ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ�
ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƐĞĐƚŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŽŌĞŶ�ůĞĂƌŶ�
a wide range of procedural skills including how to perform standard 
ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ĐŚĞĐŬƐ͕� ǀĂĐĐŝŶĂƟŽŶƐ� ĂŶĚ� ǀĞŶĞƉƵŶĐƚƵƌĞ͘� ΀Ϯϯ΁� /ŶĚĞĞĚ͕� ƐŽŵĞ�
ĐŚŽŽƐĞ� ƚŽ� ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐĞ� ŝŶ� Ă� ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ� ĂƌĞĂ� ;ƐƵĐŚ� ĂƐ� ĚŝĂďĞƚĞƐ͕� ƉƌĞŐŶĂŶĐǇ�
Žƌ� ŝŶĨĂŶƚ� ĐĂƌĞͿ� ƚŚƵƐ�ŐĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů� ƐŬŝůůƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ͘� ^Ɵůů�
ŽƚŚĞƌƐ� ƚĂŬĞ� ŽŶ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞƌŝĂů� ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ͘� dŚŝƐ� ŝƐ� ŝŶ� ĐŽŶƚƌĂƐƚ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�
ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƐĞĐƚŽƌ͕ �ǁŚĞƌĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŽŌĞŶ�ĮǆĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŽŶĞ�ƌŽƵƟŶĞ�ĂƌĞĂ�
Žƌ�ĞǀĞŶ�ƚŽ�ŶŽŶͲĐůŝŶŝĐĂů�ǁŽƌŬ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĂƟŽŶ�Žƌ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͘�
΀Ϯϯ΁�tŝƚŚŽƵƚ� �ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů� ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ� ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞƐĞ� ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�
ƚĂƐŬƐ͕����,^�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞ�ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�Ă�ƐƵĸĐŝĞŶƚ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�
for the community. For this reason, Aboriginal health workers are 
rightly considered the backbone of community controlled health 
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͘

�Ɛ�ŽŶĞ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�WŝŬĂ�tŝǇĂ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�^ŽƵƚŚ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�
ƚŽǁŶ� ŽĨ� WŽƌƚ� �ƵŐƵƐƚĂ� ƌƵŶƐ� ƚǁŽ� ŽƵƚƌĞĂĐŚ� ĐůŝŶŝĐƐ� ĨŽƌ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ� ŝŶ�
Copely and Nepabunna. Due to the shortage of doctors, these clinics 
ĂƌĞ� ƐƚĂīĞĚ� ĞŶƟƌĞůǇ� ďǇ� �ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů� ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ͘� dŚĞŝƌ� ŝŶǀĂůƵĂďůĞ�
ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ� ŝƐ� ĞǀŝĚĞŶƚ͕� ǁŝƚŚ� ϲϵϱ� ĐůŝŶŝĐĂů� ĞŶĐŽƵŶƚĞƌƐ� ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚ� ďǇ�
ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ϮϬϬϴ͕�΀Ϯϰ΁�ĞŶƐƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂďƐĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ĚŽĐƚŽƌƐ�
ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�ĚĞŶǇ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĐĂů�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ͘�tŚŝůƐƚ�
the major health issues faced by Indigenous people are broadly similar 
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ƵƌďĂŶ� ĂŶĚ� ƌĞŵŽƚĞ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕� ƚŚĞƐĞ� ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ� ĂƌĞ� ŽŌĞŶ�
ĐŽŵƉŽƵŶĚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŵŽƚĞŶĞƐƐ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĂƌĞ�
ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ��ŽƉĞůǇ�ĂŶĚ�EĞƉĂďƵŶŶĂ�ǁŝůů�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŽ�ĨĂĐĞ͕�
ƚŚĞ�ĞŵƉŽǁĞƌŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ�ŚĂƐ�ŚĞůƉĞĚ�ƌĞĚĞĮŶĞ�
ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�WŝŬĂ�tŝǇĂ Ɛ͛�ŽƵƚƌĞĂĐŚ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͘�

�ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů� ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ� ĨĂĐĞ� ŵĂŶǇ� ĚŝĸĐƵůƟĞƐ͘� WĞƌŚĂƉƐ� ƚŚĞ� ŵŽƐƚ�
ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĂƚ͕�ƵŶƟů�ƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇ͕ �ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŚĂĚ�ďĞĞŶ�ŶŽ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ƋƵĂůŝĮĐĂƟŽŶƐ�
Žƌ� ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ƐŬŝůůƐ� ƚŚĞǇ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ͘� ΀Ϯϯ΁� dŚĞ� ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�
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^ƚƌĂŝƚ�/ƐůĂŶĚĞƌ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�,ĞĂůƚŚ��ĂƌĞ�;WƌĂĐƟĐĞͿ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƌĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶŝƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�
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