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�ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�DĞĚŝĐĂů�^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ�:ŽƵƌŶĂů56

/ŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ
�ĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ǁĂƐ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƵƐĞĚ�ŝŶ��ŚŝŶĂ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ϲ͕ϬϬϬ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĂŐŽ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƐ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ŽůĚĞƐƚ�ƉƐǇĐŚŽƚƌŽƉŝĐ�ĚƌƵŐƐ�ŬŶŽǁŶ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŶ͘�ϭ�dŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ�
of cannabis, the most common are �ĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ƐĂƟǀĂ͕��ĂŶŶĂďŝƐ� ŝŶĚŝĐĂ 
and �ĂŶŶĂďŝƐ� ƌƵĚĞƌĂůŝƐ͘� Ϯ� dŚĞ� ƚǁŽ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĂƌĞ�ĚĞƌŝǀĞĚ�
from cannabis are, hashish – the thick resin of the plant, and marijuana 
ʹ� ƚŚĞ� ĚƌŝĞĚ� ŇŽǁĞƌƐ� ĂŶĚ� ůĞĂǀĞƐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ƉůĂŶƚ͘� ϭ� �ĂŶŶĂďŝƐ� ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶƐ�
ŽǀĞƌ� ϰϲϬ� ĐŚĞŵŝĐĂůƐ� ĂŶĚ� ϲϬ� ĐĂŶŶĂďŝŶŽŝĚƐ� ;ĐŚĞŵŝĐĂůƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĂĐƟǀĂƚĞ�
ĐĂŶŶĂďŝŶŽŝĚ� ƌĞĐĞƉƚŽƌƐ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ďŽĚǇͿ͘� ϭ͕Ϯ� dŚĞ� ŵĂũŽƌ� ƉƐǇĐŚŽƚƌŽƉŝĐ�
ĐŽŶƐƟƚƵĞŶƚ� ŽĨ� ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ� ŝƐ� ŬŶŽǁŶ� ĂƐ� ĚĞůƚĂͲϵͲƚĞƚƌĂŚǇĚƌŽĐĂŶĂďŝŶŽů�
(THC); others include cannabinol and cannabidiol (CBD). 

�ĂŶŶĂďŝŶŽŝĚƐ�ĞǆĞƌƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĞīĞĐƚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽĚǇ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ďŝŶĚŝŶŐ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝŶŽŝĚ�ƌĞĐĞƉƚŽƌƐ͘�dŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƚǁŽ�ƚǇƉĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝŶŽŝĚ�
receptors found in the body: CB1 and CB2. Both are G-protein coupled 
plasma membrane receptors. The CB1 receptors are mostly found in 
ƚŚĞ�ĐĞŶƚƌĂů�ŶĞƌǀŽƵƐ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͕�ǁŚŝůƐƚ���2 receptors are mainly associated 
ǁŝƚŚ� ŝŵŵƵŶŽůŽŐŝĐĂů� ĐĞůůƐ� ĂŶĚ� ůǇŵƉŚŽŝĚ� ƟƐƐƵĞ� ƐƵĐŚ� ĂƐ� ƚŚĞ� ƐƉůĞĞŶ͕�
ƚŽŶƐŝůƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚǇŵƵƐ͘�ϯ͕ϰ�

Delta-9-tetrahydrocanabinol (THC) and other cannabinoids are strongly 
ůŝƉŽƉŚŝůŝĐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƌĞ�ƌĂƉŝĚůǇ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽĚǇ͘�ϱ��ĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ŝƚƐ�
ƐƚƌŽŶŐ�ůŝƉŽƉŚŝůŝĐ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝŶŽŝĚƐ�ĂĐĐƵŵƵůĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ĂĚŝƉŽƐĞ�ƟƐƐƵĞ�ĂŶĚ�
ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ůŽŶŐ�ĞůŝŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ƟŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ϯϬ�ĚĂǇƐ͕�ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƐǇĐŚŽĂĐƟǀĞ�
ĞīĞĐƚƐ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂůůǇ�ǁĞĂƌ�Žī�ĂŌĞƌ�Ă�ĨĞǁ�ŚŽƵƌƐ͘�DĞĚŝĐĂů�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�
ĚŝƐƉĞŶƐĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚĂŬĞŶ�ŝŶ�Ă�ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ǁĂǇƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�Ă�ŚĞƌďĂů�ĐŝŐĂƌĞƩĞ͕�
ŝŶŐĞƐƟďůĞ�ĨŽƌŵƐ͕�Žƌ�ĂƐ�ŚĞƌďĂů�ƚĞĂ͘�,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ�ĐŝŐĂƌĞƩĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�
ĐŽŵŵŽŶůǇ�ƉƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�ďŝŽĂǀĂŝůĂďŝůŝƚǇ͘�ϱ

DĞĚŝĐĂů� ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ� ƵƐĞƌƐ� ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ� Ă� ůĂƌŐĞ� ƌĂŶŐĞ� ŽĨ� ĂŐĞƐ͕� ůĞǀĞůƐ� ŽĨ�
ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ� ĂƩĂŝŶŵĞŶƚ͕� ĞŵƉůŽǇŵĞŶƚ� ƐƚĂƚƵƐĞƐ͕� ĂŶĚ� ƌĂĐŝĂů� ŐƌŽƵƉƐ͘� ϲ�
A Californian study examining medical marijuana use showed 76.6% 
ŽĨ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ�ƵƐĞƌƐ�ƵƐĞ�ƐĞǀĞŶ�ŐƌĂŵƐ�ŽĨ�ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ�Žƌ�ůĞƐƐ�ƉĞƌ�
week. Therefore, the majority of medical marijuana users are likely 
ƚŽ� ĐŽŶƐƵŵĞ� ĂŵŽƵŶƚƐ� ĞƋƵŝǀĂůĞŶƚ� ƚŽ� ŵŝůĚ� ƚŽ� ŵŽĚĞƌĂƚĞ� ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶĂů�
ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ƵƐĞ͘�ϲ�

The rescheduling of cannabis in Australia draws strong debate 
ĂŶĚ� ŽƉŝŶŝŽŶƐ� ĨƌŽŵ� ďŽƚŚ� ƐŝĚĞƐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ŝƐƐƵĞ͘� dŚŝƐ� ĂƌƟĐůĞ� ǁŝůů� ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�
ĂŶ� ŽǀĞƌǀŝĞǁ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ŵŽƐƚ� ƉŽƉƵůĂƌ� ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚƐ� ĨŽƌ� ĂŶĚ� ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ� ƚŚĞ�
ůĞŐĂůŝƐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞĚŝĐŝŶĂů�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞƐ͘��

dŚĞ�ůĞŐĂů�ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ŽĨ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ�ŝŶ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ
Currently cannabis is a Schedule nine drug in all Australian states and 
territories, placing it in the same category as drugs like heroin and 
ůǇƐĞƌŐŝĐ�ĂĐŝĚ�ĚŝĞƚŚǇůĂŵŝĚĞ�;>^�Ϳ͘�ϳ�>ĞŐĂůůǇ͕ �ĚƌƵŐ�ƐĐŚĞĚƵůŝŶŐ�ŝŶ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ�
ŝƐ�Ă�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ŝƐƐƵĞ͕�ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �Ăůů�ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�ĂďŝĚĞ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĞĚĞƌĂů�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�
scheduling of cannabis as a Schedule nine drug, as per the Standard 
ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝĨŽƌŵ�^ĐŚĞĚƵůŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�DĞĚŝĐŝŶĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�WŽŝƐŽŶƐ͘�ϳ͕ϴ�dŚĞ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�
Ă�ĚƌƵŐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝƐ�ĐůĂƐƐŝĮĞĚ�ĂƐ�^ĐŚĞĚƵůĞ�ŶŝŶĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶĂů�Žƌ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�
ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞƐ� ŝƐ� ŝůůĞŐĂů� ĂŶĚ� Ă� ĐƌŝŵŝŶĂů� ŽīĞŶĐĞ͘� ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ� ŝŶƚŽ� ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ� ŝŶ�
�ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ�ŝƐ�ŚŝŐŚůǇ�ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƚĞĚ͘�ϳ��ĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ƵƐĞ�ŝƐ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ�ŝŶ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ�
with approximately 40% of Australians aged fourteen years or older 
ƐĂǇŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽǀĞƌ�ϯϬϬ͕ϬϬϬ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ŝƚ�
ĚĂŝůǇ͘���ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�ƐĞůĨͲŵĞĚŝĐĂƟŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�
ĨŽƌ�Ă�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŵƉůĂŝŶƚƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ĐŚƌŽŶŝĐ�ƉĂŝŶ͕�ĚĞƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶ͕�ĂƌƚŚƌŝƟƐ͕�
ŶĂƵƐĞĂ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞŝŐŚƚ�ůŽƐƐ͘�,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƌŝƐŬ�ůĞŐĂů�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�
ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƟĞƐ͕�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�ŝĨ�ĐƵůƟǀĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ͘�DŽƌĞŽǀĞƌ͕ �ŝĨ�
they purchase cannabis from a dealer they also face quality and supply 

Legalising medical cannabis in Australia

ŝƐƐƵĞƐ͘�ϵ�WƌŽƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�ŵĞĚŝĐŝŶĂů�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ĞŶǀŝƐĂŐĞ�Ă�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌ�
ƚŽ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĚƌƵŐƐ�ŽĨ�ĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ͕�ůŝŬĞ�ŽƉŝĂƚĞƐ͕�ǁŚĞƌĞďǇ�ŚŽůĚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ǀĂůŝĚ�
ƉƌĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ǁŝůů� ďĞ� ĂďůĞ� ƚŽ� ƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞ� Žƌ� ĂĐĐĞƐƐ� ƚŚĞ� ĚƌƵŐ� ďƵƚ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�
ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶĂů�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚƌƵŐ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ƐƟůů�ďĞ�ŝůůĞŐĂů͘

�� ŶƵŵďĞƌ� ŽĨ� ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ� ŚĂǀĞ� ĚĞĐƌŝŵŝŶĂůŝƐĞĚ� ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ� ĨŽƌ� ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�
purposes such as the Netherlands, Israel, eighteen states in the United 
^ƚĂƚĞƐ�ŽĨ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂ�;h^�Ϳ͕��ĂŶĂĚĂ�ĂŶĚ�^ƉĂŝŶ͘� ϭϬ�,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ĚƌƵŐƐ�
known as Dronabinol (containing just THC), Nabilone (containing a 
ƐǇŶƚŚĞƟĐ� ĂŶĂůŽŐƵĞ� ŽĨ� d,�Ϳ� ĂŶĚ�EĂďŝǆŝŵŽůƐ� ;Ă� ƐƉƌĂǇ� ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ� ����
ĂŶĚ�d,�Ϳ�ĂƌĞ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ĂƐ�^ĐŚĞĚƵůĞ�ĞŝŐŚƚ�ĚƌƵŐƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͘�
ϳ� ^ĐŚĞĚƵůĞ� ĞŝŐŚƚ� ĚƌƵŐƐ� ĂƌĞ� ĚƌƵŐƐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ� ŚĂǀĞ� Ă� ŚŝŐŚ� ůŝŬĞůŝŚŽŽĚ� ĨŽƌ�
ĂďƵƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�
ƉŽƐƐĞƐƐŝŽŶ͘� ϳ͕ϴ� ,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ � ƐŽŵĞ� ĐůĂŝŵ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞƐĞ� ƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶƐ� ůĂĐŬ�
many of the cannabinoids found in natural cannabis plants and this 
ůĞĂĚƐ� ƚŽ� ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ� ƉŚǇƐŝŽůŽŐŝĐĂů� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞƌĂƉĞƵƟĐ� ĞīĞĐƚƐ� ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ� ƚŽ�
ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ͘�ϰ�WƵďůŝĐ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŝŶ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ŝƐ�
ǀĞƌǇ�ŚŝŐŚ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ƐƵƌǀĞǇ�ĮŶĚŝŶŐ�ϲϵй�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�
ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ĂŶĚ�ϳϱй�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�
ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚƌƵŐ͘�ϭϭ

�ƌŐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ůĞŐĂůŝƐĂƟŽŶ
Pain relief

DĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ�ŚĂƐ�ƉŽƚĞŶƚ�ĂŶĂůŐĞƐŝĐ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƟĞƐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƉĂŝŶ�
ƌĞůŝĞĨ� ĨŽƌ� Ă� ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ� ŽĨ� ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĐĂŶ� ĐĂƵƐĞ� ŝŶƚĞŶƐĞ� ƉĂŝŶ͕� ƐƵĐŚ�
ĂƐ� ĐĂŶĐĞƌ� ƉĂŝŶ� ĂŶĚ� ĂĐƋƵŝƌĞĚ� ŝŵŵƵŶŽĚĞĮĐŝĞŶĐǇ� ƐǇŶĚƌŽŵĞ� ;�/�^Ϳ͘�
DĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ� ŵĂǇ� ĞǀĞŶ� ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ� ƐƵƉĞƌŝŽƌ� ƉĂŝŶ� ƌĞůŝĞĨ� ǁŚĞŶ� ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ�
to opiates and opioids. A parallel study in the United Kingdom (UK) 
compared the use of a THC and CBD extract, a THC only extract, and 
a placebo in the treatment of cancer pain. It found that a THC:CBD 
mixture (such as that found naturally in the cannabis plant) is 
ĞĸĐĂĐŝŽƵƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞůŝĞĨ�ŽĨ�ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞĚ�ĐĂŶĐĞƌ�ƉĂŝŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĂĚĞƋƵĂƚĞůǇ�
ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞĚ��ďǇ�ŽƉŝĂƚĞƐ�ĂůŽŶĞ͘�ϰ�dŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ůĞŐĂůŝƐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�
ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ƌĞůŝĞǀĞ�ƉĂŝŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ůŝĨĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƐĞǀĞƌĞůǇ�
ŝůů�ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ�ƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƉĂŝŶĨƵů�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘

�ƉƉĞƟƚĞ�ƐƟŵƵůĂƟŽŶ

/ƚ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ƉƌŽǀĞŶ�ŝŶ�ĂŶŝŵĂů�ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�d,��ĐĂŶ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ƐƟŵƵůĂƟŶŐ�
ĞīĞĐƚ�ŽŶ�ĂƉƉĞƟƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞĂĚ�ƚŽ�ĂŶ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ŝŶ�ĨŽŽĚ�ŝŶƚĂŬĞ͘�Ϯ͕ϱ͕ϭϮ͕ϭϯ�
dŚĞƌĞ� ĂƌĞ� Ă� ůĂƌŐĞ� ŶƵŵďĞƌ� ŽĨ� ĐůŝŶŝĐĂů� ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ� ĨŽƌ� d,�� ĨŽƌ�
ĂƉƉĞƟƚĞ� ƐƟŵƵůĂƟŶŐ� ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞƐ͘� �ŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ� ĐĂŶ� ĐĂƵƐĞ� ĐĂĐŚĞǆŝĂ�
;ƵŶĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞĚ� ǁĂƐƟŶŐͿ� ƐƵĐŚ� ĂƐ� ,/sͬ�/�^͕� ĐĂŶĐĞƌ͕ � ŵƵůƟƉůĞ� ƐĐůĞƌŽƐŝƐ�

,ĂŵŝƐŚ�Z�^ŵŝƚŚ
Second Year Medicine (Undergraduate)
:ĂŵĞƐ��ŽŽŬ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ

Hamish is a second year medical student at James Cook University with a keen interest in surgery, 
medical research, and medical ethics. He is looking forward to his upcoming placements in rural 
Queensland.
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ŵŽƌĞ�ƐĞǀĞƌĞ�ƉƐǇĐŚŝĂƚƌŝĐ�ĐŽŵƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ͘� Ϯϭ͕ϮϮ�^ŽŵĞ�ƐĂǇ� ŝƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ƵŶĞƚŚŝĐĂů� ƚŽ�ƉƌĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�Ă�ƉĂƟĞŶƚ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞƌĞ� ŝƐ�Ă� ƌŝƐŬ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�
ƉĂƟĞŶƚ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�ŵĞŶƚĂů�ŝůůŶĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂůůǇ�ŚĂƌŵŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ�
Žƌ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘�WĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ͕ �ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĚƌƵŐƐ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�
ƐƵĐŚ�ĂĚǀĞƌƐĞ�ĞīĞĐƚƐ�ŽŶ�ŵĞŶƚĂů�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂďŝůŝƚǇ͘�

WƵďůŝĐ�ƐĂĨĞƚǇ

tŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ� ůĞŐĂůŝƐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŵĞĚŝĐŝŶĂů� ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ� ĐŽŵĞ�ĐůĞĂƌ�ƉƵďůŝĐ� ƐĂĨĞƚǇ�
ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶƐ͕� ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ĂƌĞĂƐ� ŽĨ� ǀĞŚŝĐůĞ� ĂŶĚ� ƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶ� ƐĂĨĞƚǇ͘�
�ĂŶŶĂďŝƐ� ĂīĞĐƚƐ� ƚŚĞ� ďƌĂŝŶ� ĂŶĚ� ĐĂŶ� ĐĂƵƐĞ� ĨĞĞůŝŶŐƐ� ŽĨ� ĚŝƐŽƌŝĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ͕�
ĂůƚĞƌĞĚ� ǀŝƐƵĂů� ƉĞƌĐĞƉƟŽŶ͕� ŚĂůůƵĐŝŶĂƟŽŶƐ͕� ƐůĞĞƉŝŶĞƐƐ͕� ĂŶĚ� ƉŽŽƌĞƌ�
ƉƐǇĐŚŽŵŽƚŽƌ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů͘�ϱ͕ϭϵ���ƐƚƵĚǇ�ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ŽŶ�Ă�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ�ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͕�ϴ͘ϱй�ŽĨ�ŵŽƚŽƌŝƐƚƐ�ŚĂĚ�d,��ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ŚŽůĚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ�ŵŽƌĞ�ůŝŬĞůǇ�
ƚŽ�ƚĞƐƚ�ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ�ƚŽ�d,��ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�ŚŽůĚ�Ă�ƉĞƌŵŝƚ͘�Ϯϱ�/ƚ�
ŚĂƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞĞŶ�ƐŚŽǁŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚƌŝǀĞƌƐ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ŚĂĚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ƚŽ�
ƐĞǀĞŶ�ƟŵĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝƐŬ�ŽĨ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�Ă�ŵŽƚŽƌ�ĐĂƌ�ĐŽůůŝƐŝŽŶ�ƚŚĂŶ�ĚƌŝǀĞƌƐ�ǁŚŽ�
ǁĞƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ͘� Ϯϲ�,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ � ŝƚ� ŝƐ� ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ� ƚŽ�ŶŽƚĞ� ƚŚĂƚ�
ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĚƌŝǀŝŶŐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ� ŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ĂůĐŽŚŽů�ǁĞƌĞ�Ăƚ�Ă�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�ƌŝƐŬ�ŽĨ�
ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�Ă�ĐŽůůŝƐŝŽŶ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ͘�Ϯϳ��ůƐŽ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�
ĨĂĐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂŌĞƌ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŝŶƐƟƚƵƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�h^͕�
ƚƌĂĸĐ�ĨĂƚĂůŝƟĞƐ�ĚĞĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ŶŝŶĞ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝǆƚĞĞŶ�ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�
ŚĂĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚǇ͖�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĚƵĞ�ƚŽ�Ă�
ƐƵďƐƟƚƵƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂůĐŽŚŽů�ǁŝƚŚ�ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ͘�Ϯϳ͕Ϯϴ�WĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐǇĐůŝƐƚƐ�
who are prescribed cannabis are also at higher risks of being injured in a 
ĐŽůůŝƐŝŽŶ͘�/Ŷ�ƚĞƌŵƐ�ŽĨ�ŶŽŶͲǀĞŚŝĐƵůĂƌ�ŝŶũƵƌŝĞƐ͕�ĂŶ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�ƐŚŽǁĞĚ�
cannabis use was associated with an increased risk of injuries from 
ĐĂƵƐĞƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ĨĂůůƐ͕�ůĂĐĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ďƵƌŶƐ͘�Ϯϵ�,ĞŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞŐĂůŝƐĂƟŽŶ�
of medical cannabis not only poses a risk to the personal safety of the 
ƉĂƟĞŶƚ�ďƵƚ�ĂůƐŽ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ƐĂĨĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŝĚĞƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘

Drug diversion

'ŝǀĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶĂů�ĚƌƵŐ͕�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�
ƚŚĞ�ƌŝƐŬ�ŽĨ�ǁŝĚĞ�ƐĐĂůĞ�ĚƌƵŐ�ĚŝǀĞƌƐŝŽŶ�ŽĐĐƵƌƌŝŶŐʹƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�
Ă�ƉƌĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ŐĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĚƌƵŐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ĐĂŶ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶ�
ŝŶ�Ă�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ǁĂǇƐ�ůŝŬĞ�Ă�ƉĂƟĞŶƚ�ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�
Žƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚ�ƐĞůůŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘�/Ŷ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂ�ĚŝǀĞƌƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�
ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ� ŝƐ�ĂŶ� ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ� ŝƐƐƵĞ͕�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�ĂŵŽŶŐƐƚ�ĂĚŽůĞƐĐĞŶƚƐ͘���
study in the state of Colorado in the USA found that out of a group 
of 164 adolescents at a substance abuse treatment facility, 74% had 
used someone else’s medical marijuana, with the mean number of 
ƟŵĞƐ� ƚŚĞ� ĂĚŽůĞƐĐĞŶƚƐ� ŚĂĚ� ƵƐĞĚ� ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ� ĞůƐĞ Ɛ͛� ŵĞĚŝĐĂů� ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ�
ďĞŝŶŐ� ŽǀĞƌ� ϱϬ͘� ϯϬ� /ůůŝĐŝƚ� ƵƐĞ� ŽĨ� ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ� ĨŽƌ� ŶŽŶͲŵĞĚŝĐĂů� ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞƐ�
exposes people to the damaging physical, mental and social impacts 
ŽĨ�ĚƌƵŐ�ƵƐĞ͘�dŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ĐůĞĂƌ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽǁ�ǇŽƵŶŐ�ĂĚƵůƚƐ�ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�
ĂĐĐĞƐƐŝŶŐ� ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ� ĚƵĞ� ƚŽ� ĚŝǀĞƌƐŝŽŶ͘� /ƚ�ŵƵƐƚ� ďĞ� ĂƐŬĞĚ�ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ� ŝƚ� ŝƐ�
ĞƚŚŝĐĂůůǇ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞ�ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ�ŐŝǀĞŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƵĐŚ�Ă�ůĂƌŐĞ�
ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�ĂĚŽůĞƐĐĞŶƚƐ͕�ǁŝůů�ŚĂǀĞ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�
someone else’s medical cannabis.

�ĚĚŝĐƟǀĞŶĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ

dŚĞ�ůĞŐĂůŝƐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ĂƐ�Ă�ŵĞĚŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ƚŽ�ĐĂƵƐĞ�
ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ĂŶ�ĂĚĚŝĐƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĚƌƵŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ�ĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ͘�
Cannabis dependence is a recognised psychiatric disorder and it is 
ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽǀĞƌ�ŽŶĞ�ŝŶ�ƚĞŶ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁŚŽ�ƚƌǇ�ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�
ĂĚĚŝĐƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŝƚ�Ăƚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƉŽŝŶƚ͘�ϯϭ��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ�
may be lower than other drugs like, heroin, cocaine and alcohol, users 
ĐĂŶ� ƐƟůů� ĨĂĐĞ�ǁŝƚŚĚƌĂǁ� ƐǇŵƉƚŽŵƐ� ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ� ƐůĞĞƉ�ĚŝĸĐƵůƚǇ͕ � ĐƌĂǀŝŶŐƐ͕�
ƐǁĞĂƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƌƌŝƚĂďŝůŝƚǇ͘�ϱ͕ϯϮ�tŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ŽĨ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ďĞĐŽŵŝŶŐ�
addicted to medical cannabis and with scarring consequences for their 
ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�ůŝĨĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƐĂǇ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ĞƚŚŝĐĂůůǇ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďũĞĐƚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƚŽ�
ŝƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƉůĂĐĞ͘

�ǀĂŝůĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝŶŽŝĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐǇŶƚŚĞƟĐ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝŶŽŝĚ�ĚƌƵŐƐ

Those opposed to cannabis being rescheduled for medical purposes 
ĐůĂŝŵ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞ� ĂǀĂŝůĂďŝůŝƚǇ� ŽĨ� ĐĂŶŶĂďŝŶŽŝĚ� ĂŶĚ� ƐǇŶƚŚĞƟĐ� ĐĂŶŶĂďŝŶŽŝĚ�

;D^Ϳ͕� ĐŽƵůĚ�ďĞ� ƚƌĞĂƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�d,�� ƚŽ� ƐƟŵƵůĂƚĞ� ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚ Ɛ͛� ĂƉƉĞƟƚĞ͕�
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ� ĨŽŽĚ�ƵƉƚĂŬĞ͕� ƌĞƐƚŽƌĞ�ǁĞŝŐŚƚ͕� ĂŶĚ� ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ� ƚŚĞ� ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�
ǁĞůůďĞŝŶŐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ƉĂƟĞŶƚ͘� Ϯ͕ϭϯ� ,ƵŵĂŶ� ƚƌŝĂůƐ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ϭϵϴϬƐ� ǁŚŝĐŚ�
ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ� ŚĞĂůƚŚǇ� ĐŽŶƚƌŽů� ƐƵďũĞĐƚƐ� ŝŶŚĂůŝŶŐ� ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ� ĨŽƵŶĚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞ�
ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ĐĂƵƐĞĚ�ĂŶ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ĐĂůŽƌŝĐ�ŝŶƚĂŬĞ�ŽĨ�ϰϬй͘�ϭϰ�dŚĞ�ůĞŐĂůŝƐĂƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ� ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ� ĨŽƌ� ŵĞĚŝĐĂů� ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞƐ� ĐŽƵůĚ� ŚĞůƉ� ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ� ďŽƚŚ� ŚĞĂůƚŚ�
ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ůŝĨĞ�ŝŶ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ�ƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�
ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘

�ŶƟͲĞŵĞƟĐ

/Ŷ��ĂŶĂĚĂ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�h^�͕�ĚƌŽŶĂďŝŶŽů�ĂŶĚ�ŶĂďŝůŽŶĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ƵƐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ� ŽĨ� ĐŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĂƉǇ� ŝŶĚƵĐĞĚ� ŶĂƵƐĞĂ� ĂŶĚ� ǀŽŵŝƟŶŐ� ƐŝŶĐĞ� ƚŚĞ�
ϭϵϴϬƐ͘�ϭϱ���ƐǇƐƚĞŵĂƟĐ�ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝŶŽŝĚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�
ŵŽƌĞ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ĂŶƟͲĞŵĞƟĐ�ĚƌƵŐƐ�ŝŶ�ŝƚƐ�ƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ͘�ϭϲ�
�Ǉ�ƌĞĚƵĐŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ĞůŝŵŝŶĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŽŌĞŶ�ĚĞďŝůŝƚĂƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂŝŶĨƵů�ƐǇŵƉƚŽŵƐ�
ŽĨ� ĐŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĂƉǇ� ŝŶĚƵĐĞĚ�ŶĂƵƐĞĂ� ĂŶĚ� ǀŽŵŝƟŶŐ͕�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů� ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ� ŝƐ�
ŚŽƉĞĚ�ƚŽ� ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ� ůŝĨĞ� ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ� ĨĂŵŝůǇ͘�
�� ƌĞĚƵĐƟŽŶ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�ǀŽŵŝƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂŝŶ�ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĐŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĂƉǇ�
may also cause an increase in adherence to chemotherapy by cancer 
ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƌĞƐƵůƚ� ŝŶ� ďĞƩĞƌ� ƉĂƟĞŶƚ� ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞƐ͘� Ϯ͕ϭϯ� dŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞ͕�
ƚŚĞ� ƌĞƐĐŚĞĚƵůŝŶŐ� ŽĨ� ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ� ĐŽƵůĚ� ƉƌŽǀĞ� ĂƐ� Ă� ŚŝŐŚůǇ� ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ� ĂŶƟͲ
ĞŵĞƟĐ�ĨŽƌ�ĐĂŶĐĞƌ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ĞǀĞŶ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉƌŽŐŶŽƐŝƐ�ďǇ�
encouraging adherence to chemotherapy.

EĞƵƌŽůŽŐŝĐĂů�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ

�ĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ŵĂǇ� ĂůƐŽ�ďĞ�ƵƐĞĚ� ƚŽ� ůĞƐƐĞŶ�Žƌ� ĂůůĞǀŝĂƚĞ� ĂŶ�ĞŶƟƌĞ� ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�
ƐǇŵƉƚŽŵƐ� ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞĚ� ǁŝƚŚ� D^� ĂŶĚ� ŽƚŚĞƌ� ŶĞƵƌŽůŽŐŝĐĂů� ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘�
�� �ĂŶĂĚŝĂŶ� ƌĂŶĚŽŵŝƐĞĚ͕� ƉůĂĐĞďŽͲĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞĚ� ƚƌŝĂů� ŝŶǀĞƐƟŐĂƟŶŐ� ƚŚĞ�
ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ� ƐŵŽŬĞĚ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ� ĨŽƌ�D^ͲƌĞůĂƚĞĚ�ŵƵƐĐůĞ� ƐƉĂƐƟĐŝƚǇ� ĨŽƵŶĚ� ƚŚĂƚ�
ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ǁĂƐ�ƐƵƉĞƌŝŽƌ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂĐĞďŽ�ŝŶ�ƌĞĚƵĐŝŶŐ�ƉĂŝŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƉĂƐƟĐŝƚǇ͘�
ϭϳ��ŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ƚƌŝĂů�ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ��ĂŶĂĚĂ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƐŵŽŬĞĚ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�
ĨŽƌ�ĐŚƌŽŶŝĐ�ŶĞƵƌŽƉĂƚŚŝĐ�ƉĂŝŶ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂŶ�ŝŶŚĂůĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵƵůĂƟŽŶ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌŝĂů�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ƟŵĞƐ�ĚĂŝůǇ�ĨŽƌ�ĮǀĞ�ĚĂǇƐ�ƌĞĚƵĐĞĚ�
ƉĂŝŶ�ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝƚǇ͕ �ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƐůĞĞƉ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂĚ�ŵŝŶŝŵĂů�ĂĚǀĞƌƐĞ�
ĞīĞĐƚƐ͘�ϭϴ�dŚĞ�ůĞŐĂůŝƐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ƚŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞ�ŵĂŬĞ�
Ă� ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ� ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ůŝǀĞƐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƐ� ŽĨ� �ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶƐ�
ƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐ�D^�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŶĞƵƌŽůŽŐŝĐĂů�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘

Safety and overdosing

�ĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ŵĂǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ƐĞƌǀĞ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�ŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůǇ�ƐĂĨĞ�ĂůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀĞ�ƚŽ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ŽĨ�
ŵĞĚŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ƉƌĞƐĐƌŝďĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƉĂŝŶ͕�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ŽƉŝĂƚĞƐ͘�dŚĞ���1 cannabinoid 
ƌĞĐĞƉƚŽƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƌĞĐĞƉƚŽƌƐ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŶĂůŐĞƐŝĐ�ĞīĞĐƚƐ�
ŽĨ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƌĞ�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďƌĂŝŶ͘�,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶ�ǀĞƌǇ�ůŽǁ�
ŶƵŵďĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ďƌĂŝŶ�ƐƚĞŵ�ĐŽͲŽƌĚŝŶĂƟŶŐ�ĐĂƌĚŝŽǀĂƐĐƵůĂƌ�
ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐƉŝƌĂƚŽƌǇ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů͘�Ϯ͕ϭϵ�dŚŝƐ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂůůǇ�ŝŵƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ�ƚŽ�
ŽǀĞƌĚŽƐĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ͘�ϱ�,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ŽƉŝŽŝĚ�ƌĞĐĞƉƚŽƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�
this brain stem region hence signifying that opioids can interfere with 
ĐĂƌĚŝŽǀĂƐĐƵůĂƌ� ĂŶĚ� ƌĞƐƉŝƌĂƚŽƌǇ� ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶƐ� ĂŶĚ� ůĞĂĚ� ƚŽ� ĚĞĂƚŚ͘� ϭϵ͕ϮϬ�
WƌĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ŽƉŝŽŝĚ�ĚĞĂƚŚƐ�ĂƌĞ�Ă�ƐŵĂůů�ďƵƚ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶŝŶŐ�ŝƐƐƵĞ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ�ŶĂƟŽŶƐ͘�&Žƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ŝŶ�ϮϬϬϱ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŽǀĞƌ�ϭ͕ϬϬϬ�ĚĞĂƚŚƐ�
ƌĞůĂƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĞƐĐƌŝďĞĚ�ŽǆǇĐŽĚŽŶĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�h^͘�ϮϬ�DĞĚŝĐĂů�ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ�ŵĂǇ�
ŽīĞƌ�Ă� ƐĂĨĞƌ�ĂůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀĞ� ĨŽƌŵ�ŽĨ�ƉĂŝŶ� ƌĞůŝĞĨ� ĂƐ� ŝƚ� ƌĞŵŽǀĞƐ� ƚŚĞ� ƌŝƐŬ�ŽĨ�
ĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚĂů�ŽǀĞƌĚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĐĂŶ�ůĞĂĚ�ƚŽ�ĚĞĂƚŚ͘

�ƌŐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ůĞŐĂůŝƐĂƟŽŶ
�ĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ƵƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƐǇĐŚŝĂƚƌŝĐ�ĚŝƐŽƌĚĞƌƐ

A longstanding argument against the medical use of cannabis has 
ďĞĞŶ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĞǆƉŽƐƵƌĞ� ƚŽ� ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ� ĐĂŶ� ůĞĂĚ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ� ŽĨ�
ƉƐǇĐŚŝĂƚƌŝĐ� ĚŝƐŽƌĚĞƌƐ͕� ŶĂŵĞůǇ� ƐĐŚŝǌŽƉŚƌĞŶŝĂ͘� �� ^ĐŽƫƐŚ� ƐǇƐƚĞŵĂƟĐ�
ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ŽĨ�ĞůĞǀĞŶ�ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ�ŝŶǀĞƐƟŐĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝŶŬ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ�ƵƐĞ�
ĂŶĚ� ƐĐŚŝǌŽƉŚƌĞŶŝĂ� ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚ� ƚŚŝƐ� ǀŝĞǁ�ĂŶĚ� ĨŽƵŶĚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ� ƵƐĞ�
ĚŝĚ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌ� ƚŽ� ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ� ƚŚĞ� ƌŝƐŬ�ŽĨ� ƐĐŚŝǌŽƉŚƌĞŶŝĂ͘� Ϯϭ��ŶŽƚŚĞƌ� ƐƚƵĚǇ�
ŚĂƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ƐŚŽǁŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ� ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ŚĞĂǀǇ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�
ƵƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶ͘�ϮϮ�&ƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ĞīĞĐƚƐ�ŽĨ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ŝŶĚƵĐĞĚ�ƉƐǇĐŚŽƐŝƐ�
ĐĂŶ� ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ� ƐĞůĨͲŚĂƌŵŝŶŐ� ĂŶĚ� ƐĞůĨͲŵƵƟůĂƟŶŐ�ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌƐ͘� Ϯϯ͕Ϯϰ� dŚĞ�
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝƐ�ƵƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĞŶƚĂů�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌƐ�
to be dose-related with higher amounts of marijuana use related to 
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ĮŐŚƟŶŐ� ƉƌŽƉĞƌƟĞƐ� ŽĨ� ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ� ƌĞŵĂŝŶ� ƵŶĐůĞĂƌ� ĂŶĚ� ĐŽŶƚƌĂĚŝĐƚŽƌǇ͘�
DŽƌĞ� ůŽŶŐͲƚĞƌŵ͕� ůĂƌŐĞ� ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ� ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ� ƐŚŽƵůĚ� ďĞ� ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚĞĚ� ƐŽ�
ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞ� ƐĞĞŵŝŶŐůǇ� ĐŽŶƚƌĂĚŝĐƚŽƌǇ� ŶĂƚƵƌĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ĚƌƵŐ� ĐĂŶ� ďĞ� ďĞƩĞƌ�
ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚŽŽĚ͘�ϯϲ

ZĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂƟŽŶ�
�ĂŶŶĂďŝƐ� ŽīĞƌƐ� ĞǆĐŝƟŶŐ� ƉŽƐƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ� ĨŽƌ� ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ� ĂŋŝĐƚĞĚ� ďǇ� ĐĂŶĐĞƌ͕ �
,/sͬ�/�^͕�D^͕�ĐŚƌŽŶŝĐ�ƉĂŝŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĚĞďŝůŝƚĂƟŶŐ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�
ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ĨĂĐĞ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ŽďƐƚĂĐůĞƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ŽīĞƌĞĚ�
ďǇ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĚƌƵŐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŽŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ůŝǀĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ�ŵĂŬĞ�Ă�ƐƚƌŽŶŐ�ĐĂƐĞ�
ĨŽƌ� ŝƚƐ� ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ͘� dŚĞ� ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů� ĚƌĂǁďĂĐŬƐ� ĐĂŶ� ďĞ�ŵŝŶŝŵŝƐĞĚ� Žƌ�
ĞǀĞŶ�ŽǀĞƌĐŽŵĞ� ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�Ă�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ͕� ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ͗� ƚŚĞ� ĐůŽƐĞ�
ŵĞĚŝĐĂů� ƐƵƉĞƌǀŝƐŝŽŶ� ŽĨ� ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ� ;Ğ͘Ő͕͘� ƉƌŽƉĞƌ� ƉĂƟĞŶƚ� ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ�
ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐͿ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ��ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ŝŶĨƌĂƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ�;Ğ͘Ő͕͘�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�
ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ�ĚŝƐƉĞŶƐĂƌŝĞƐ͕�ĂƐ�ƐĞĞŶ�ŝŶ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂͿ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ůĂǁƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ƉŽůŝĐŝĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ŽŶůǇ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟǀĞ�ŽĨ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ�
but will also, minimise the risk the drug poses to the public (e.g., strict 
ƉĞŶĂůƟĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ŵĂƌŝũƵĂŶĂ�ĚŝǀĞƌƐŝŽŶͿ͘�

�ŽŶŇŝĐƚ�ŽĨ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ
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drugs already in Australia namely, Dronabinol, Nabilone and 
Nabiximols, makes legalising medical cannabis unnecessary. They state 
that these drugs contain many of the same compounds as cannabis 
ĂŶĚ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƵƐĞĚ� ĨŽƌ� ƚƌĞĂƟŶŐ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ƐĂŵĞ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘� ϭϯ� &Žƌ�
ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕� �ƌŽŶĂďŝŶŽů� ŚĂƐ� ďĞĞŶ� ƐŚŽǁŶ� ƚŽ� ďĞ� ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ� ŝŶ� ƌĞůŝĞǀŝŶŐ�
ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ�ƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐ�ĐŚƌŽŶŝĐ�ƉĂŝŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĨƵůůǇ�ƌĞůŝĞǀĞĚ�ďǇ�ŽƉŝĂƚĞƐ͘�ϯϯ�
dŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂŶŶĂďŝŶŽŝĚ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĂƌĞ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ŝŶ�
�ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ�ŵĂǇ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƚŚĞƌĂƉĞƵƟĐ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ŽīĞƌĞĚ�
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is a subject of much debate and research itself. It is well established 
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