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^ĂŝŽŶ��ŚĂƩĞƌũĞĞ
Senior Editor, AMSJ
&ŝŌŚ�zĞĂƌ�DĞĚŝĐŝŶĞ�;hŶĚĞƌŐƌĂĚƵĂƚĞͿ
DŽŶĂƐŚ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�

�ĂƌůǇ� ůĂƐƚ� ǇĞĂƌ͕ � Ă� �ĂǀŝĚ� ĂŶĚ� 'ŽůŝĂƚŚ� ďĂƩůĞ�
raged between the most unlikely of foes. The 
gripes of a single blog post inspired a group 
ŽĨ� ĚŝƐĂīĞĐƚĞĚ�ŵĂƚŚĞŵĂƟĐŝĂŶƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƐĐŝĞŶƟƐƚƐ�
ƚŽ�ũŽŝŶ�ĨŽƌĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ďŽǇĐŽƩ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ Ɛ͛�ůĂƌŐĞƐƚ�
ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ�ũŽƵƌŶĂůƐ͕��ůƐĞǀŝĞƌ͘ �dŚĞŝƌ�
ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ͕�ĚƵďďĞĚ�͞ �ĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�̂ ƉƌŝŶŐ͕͟ �ǁĂƐ�ŝŶ�
ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ Ɛ͛�ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů�ďĂĐŬŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�
the Research Works Act, a proposed bill in the 
United States (US) aimed at denying public-
ĂĐĐĞƐƐ� ƚŽ� ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ� ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ� ĨƵŶĚĞĚ� ďǇ� ƚŚĞ�
h^�EĂƟŽŶĂů�/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ�ŽĨ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�;E/,Ϳ͘��ƌĂŌĞĚ�
ƐŽůĞůǇ� ƚŽ� ďĞŶĞĮƚ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚƐ� ŽĨ� ƉƵďůŝƐŚŝŶŐ�
ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞƐ͕� �ůƐĞǀŝĞƌ� ƌĞŶĞŐĞĚ� ŽŶ� ŝƚƐ� ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�
ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ� ďŝůů� ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ� ŵŽŶƚŚƐ� ŽĨ� ĞƐĐĂůĂƟŶŐ�
protests and scathing publicity. Though the 
ďŝůů� ŶĞǀĞƌ� ƐĂǁ� ƚŚĞ� ůŝŐŚƚ� ŽĨ� ĚĂǇ͕ � ƚŚĞ� ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞ�
ƚŚĂƚ� ƵŶĨŽůĚĞĚ� ǁĂƐ� ƐǇŵƉƚŽŵĂƟĐ� ŽĨ� Ă� ŵŽƌĞ�
ĚĞĞƉͲƐĞĂƚĞĚ� ĂŶĚ� ƉĞƌǀĂƐŝǀĞ� ĐŽŶŇŝĐƚ� ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�
ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞƌƐ͖�Ă�ĐŽŶŇŝĐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĂƐ�
been thrown into sharp relief by the rise of 
online publishing.

^ŝŶĐĞ� ƚŚĞ� ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ĮƌƐƚ� ƐĐŚŽůĂƌůǇ�
ũŽƵƌŶĂů� ŝŶ� ϭϲϲϱ͕� ũŽƵƌŶĂůƐ� ŚĂǀĞ� ƉůĂǇĞĚ� ĂŶ�
ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂů� ƌŽůĞ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ� ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͘� ϭ� �Ɛ�
ǀĂŶŐƵĂƌĚƐ� ŽĨ� ŵŽĚĞƌŶ� ĚĂǇ� ƐĐŝĞŶĐĞ͕� ũŽƵƌŶĂůƐ�
ŚĂǀĞ� ďĞĞŶ� ĂŶ� ĞŶĚƵƌŝŶŐ� ĂŶĚ� ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚĂƟǀĞ�
ƐŽƵƌĐĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ůĂƚĞƐƚ� ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ� ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�
ĂŶĚ� ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚƐ͘� �ĐĂĚĞŵŝĐƐ� ĨŽƌŵ� Ă� ŬĞǇ�
ŝŶŐƌĞĚŝĞŶƚ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ƚƵƌŶŽǀĞƌ� ĂŶĚ� ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ� ŽĨ�
journals. Not only are they responsible for 
ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŶŐ� ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ͕� ďƵƚ� ƚŚĞǇ� ĂůƐŽ� ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ�
ĂƐ� ƉĞĞƌͲƌĞǀŝĞǁĞƌƐ� ĨŽƌ� ƐƵďŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐ� ƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚ�
ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĮĞůĚ�ŽĨ�ĞǆƉĞƌƟƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƐ�ŵĞĚŝĂƚŽƌƐ�ŽĨ�
the editorial process; a peculiar arrangement 
that plays into the hands of publishers. Before 
ƚŚĞ�ĂƌƌŝǀĂů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ͕�ũŽƵƌŶĂůƐ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƚĂƚĞĚ�
the quick and widespread exchange of 
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ� ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ� ƚŚĞ� ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ� ǁŽƌůĚ͘�
WƵďůŝƐŚĞƌƐ� ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚ� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�
ƉƌŽŽĮŶŐ͕� ĨŽƌŵĂƫŶŐ͕� ĐŽƉǇĞĚŝƟŶŐ͕� ƉƌŝŶƟŶŐ͕�
ĂŶĚ� ǁŽƌůĚǁŝĚĞ� ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ͘� ϭ� dŚĞ� ĚŝŐŝƚĂů�
ĂŐĞ͕� ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ � ƌĞŶĚĞƌĞĚ� ŵĂŶǇ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞƐĞ�
tasks redundant and allowed publishers to 
ĚƌĂŵĂƟĐĂůůǇ�ƌĞĚƵĐĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐŽƐƚƐ͘�ϭ�WƵďůŝƐŚĞƌƐ�
ĂůƐŽ�ƵƐĞĚ� ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ� ƚŽ�ŽŋŽĂĚ� ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�
ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ� ŽŶƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ƐŚŽƵůĚĞƌƐ� ŽĨ�
ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐƐ͕� ƐƵĐŚ� ĂƐ� ĨŽƌŵĂƫŶŐ� ĂŶĚ� ŵŽƐƚ�
ĐŽƉǇĞĚŝƟŶŐ͕�ŝŶ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�
ƉƌŽĮƚƐ� ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞ� ƉůĂǇŝŶŐ� Ă� ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ� ƌŽůĞ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�
ũŽƵƌŶĂů Ɛ͛�ŽǀĞƌĂůů�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ͘�

dŚĞ� ĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐ� ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ� ŽĨ� ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ�
publishing has seen commercial publishing 
ĮƌŵƐ�ĂĐƋƵŝƌĞ�Ă�ůŝŽŶ Ɛ͛�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂƌŬĞƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�
ŶŽƚͲĨŽƌͲƉƌŽĮƚ� ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ� ƐŽĐŝĞƟĞƐ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ůĂƐƚ�
ĨĞǁ� ĚĞĐĂĚĞƐ͘� Ϯ� dŚĞ� ƌĞƐƵůƟŶŐ� ŵŽŶŽƉŽůŝƐƟĐ�

ƐƚƌĂŶŐůĞŚŽůĚ�ŚĂƐ�ůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĞǆŽƌďŝƚĂŶƚ�ƐƵďƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�
fees for access to their treasury of knowledge. 
WƌŽĮƚ� ŵĂƌŐŝŶƐ� ŚĂǀĞ� ŚŽǀĞƌĞĚ� ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ� ϯϬͲ
ϰϬ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ŽǀĞƌ�Ă�ĚĞĐĂĚĞ͕�ĚƵĞ� ŝŶ�ƉĂƌƚ�ƚŽ�
ƐƵďƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ� ƉƌŝĐĞƐ� ŽƵƚƉĂĐŝŶŐ� ŝŶŇĂƟŽŶ� ďǇ�
ƐĞǀĞŶ� ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ� ƉĞƌ� ĂŶŶƵŵ͘� ϯ� DŽƌĞŽǀĞƌ͕ �
ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞƌƐ� ŚĂǀĞ� ĞǆƉůŽŝƚĞĚ� ƚŚĞ� ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ� ŽĨ�
ŽīĞƌŝŶŐ� ũŽƵƌŶĂůƐ� ƐƵďƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶƐ� ŝŶ� ďƵŶĚůĞƐ͕�
ƌĂƚŚĞƌ� ƚŚĂŶ� ŽŶ� ĂŶ� ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂů� ŶĞĞĚƐ� ďĂƐŝƐ͕�
Ă� ĐƌƵĐŝĂů� ƉůŽǇ� ƵŶĚĞƌůǇŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ƉƌŽĮƚƐ͘� ϰ�
Long-standing price increases, accompanied 
ďǇ� ĚǁŝŶĚůŝŶŐ� ůŝďƌĂƌǇ� ďƵĚŐĞƚƐ͕� ŚĂǀĞ� ŐƌĂǀĞůǇ�
ŚĂŵƉĞƌĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ůŝďƌĂƌŝĞƐ͕�ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƟĞƐ͕�
ĂŶĚ� ŝŶǀĞƐƟŐĂƚŽƌƐ� ƚŽ�ĂĐƋƵŝƌĞ� ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ƵƉͲƚŽͲ
ĚĂƚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ĨŽƌ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�
ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͘�ϰ�dŚĞ�ƚŽƚĂů�ĞǆƉĞŶĚŝƚƵƌĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƌŝĂůƐ�
ďǇ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ� ůŝďƌĂƌŝĞƐ� ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϬ�ǁĂƐ�
Ă� ƐƚĂŐŐĞƌŝŶŐ� �hΨϭϴϬ� ŵŝůůŝŽŶ͘� ϱ� �ǀĞŶ� ƚŚĞ�
ŵŽƐƚ� ĂŋƵĞŶƚ� ůŝďƌĂƌŝĞƐ͕� ƐƵĐŚ� ĂƐ� ,ĂƌǀĂƌĚ͕� ĂƌĞ�
ĚĞĐůĂƌŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ�ĂƐ�ƵŶƚĞŶĂďůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƌĞ�
ƌĞƐŽƌƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶƐ�ĐƵƚƐ͘�ϯ

Along with cost, the principle of access for 
ĐůŝŶŝĐŝĂŶƐ͕� ƐĐŝĞŶƟƐƚƐ͕� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ŐĞŶĞƌĂů� ƉƵďůŝĐ�
alike underscores the ensuing debate. There 
ŝƐ� ůŝƩůĞ� ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞ� ĂĐĐĞƐƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ� ŽĨ�
ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ�ĮŶĚŝŶŐƐ�ŝƐ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞŵĞŶƚ�
ŽĨ�ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ͘��ŽŶƐĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�
ƉĂǇǁĂůůƐ� ŽĨ� ƉƵďůŝƐŚŝŶŐ� ŚŽƵƐĞƐ� ŚĂǀĞ� ĨŽƐƚĞƌĞĚ�
ĂŶ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƚĂŐŶĂƚĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĂŶƐůĂƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ�ƐĐŝĞŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞĚƐŝĚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƟŇĞƐ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�
ŝŶŶŽǀĂƟŽŶ͘� WĞĞƌͲƌĞǀŝĞǁĞĚ� ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ� ŝƐ� ŽŌĞŶ�
ĨƵŶĚĞĚ� ďǇ� ƚĂǆƉĂǇĞƌͲƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚ� ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�
ŐƌĂŶƚƐ͘� /Ŷ� �ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ� ĂŶĚ� EĞǁ� �ĞĂůĂŶĚ͕� ŽǀĞƌ�
ϴϬй�ŽĨ� ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ� ŝƐ� ĨƵŶĚĞĚ�
ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƉƵƌƐĞ͘�ϲ�/Ŷ�ĞīĞĐƚ͕�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚƐ�
ŚĂǀĞ� ďĞĞŶ� ŚĞůĚ� ƌĂŶƐŽŵ� ďǇ� ĮƌŵƐ� ƉƌŝǀĂƟƐŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ� ƉƌŽĮƚƐ� ĂĐĐƌƵŝŶŐ� ƚŽ� ƉƵďůŝĐůǇͲĮŶĂŶĐĞĚ�
knowledge. The barriers of access and cost 
ĂůƐŽ� ĞǆƚĞŶĚ� ƚŽ� ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ� ŶĂƟŽŶƐ͘� tŝƚŚŽƵƚ�
ĂĐĐĞƐƐ� ƚŽ� ƌĞůŝĂďůĞ� ŵĞĚŝĐĂů� ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ͕� ĞīŽƌƚƐ�
ƚŽ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĐĂƌĞ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ�ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƐĞǀĞƌĞůǇ�ƵŶĚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ͘��

Researchers are equally culpable for their 
current plight. Typically, works of intellectual 
ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ� ǁĂƌƌĂŶƚ� ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂů� ƌĞŵƵŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ͘�
,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ � ǁƌŝƟŶŐ� ĨŽƌ� ŝŵƉĂĐƚ� ŝŶƐƚĞĂĚ� ŽĨ�
payment has become both intrinsic and 
unique to academic journals, a paradigm from 
centuries before when journals were unable 
ƚŽ� ƉĂǇ� ĂƵƚŚŽƌƐ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ǁŽƌŬ͘� ϯ� /ŵƉĂĐƚ͕� Ă�
ƉƌŽǆǇ� ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞ� ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ� ďǇ� ĐŽŵŵĞƌĐŝĂů�
ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞƌƐ͕� ƌĞŇĞĐƚƐ� ĂŶ� ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ� ũŽƵƌŶĂů Ɛ͛�
ǀŝƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ� ĨŽƌ� Ă� ŐŝǀĞŶ� ǇĞĂƌ͘ � /ƚ� ŝƐ� ĚĞƌŝǀĞĚ� ĨƌŽŵ�
ƚŚĞ� ƌĂƟŽ� ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ� ƚŚĞ� ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ� ŶƵŵďĞƌ� ŽĨ�
ĐŝƚĂƟŽŶƐ� ƉĞƌ� ĂƌƟĐůĞ� ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ� ĚƵƌŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ�
two preceding years and the total number 

ŽĨ� ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ� ŝƚ� ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ� ĚƵƌŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ƐĂŵĞ�
ƉĞƌŝŽĚ͘�ϳ�dŚĞ�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ� ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ĨĂĐƚŽƌ�ŽĨ�Ă�
ũŽƵƌŶĂů͕� ƚŚĞ� ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ� ŝƚƐ� ĐůŽƵƚ� ĂŶĚ� ŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞ͘�
The importance placed on impact factor has 
ďĞĐŽŵĞ� ŝŶŐƌĂŝŶĞĚ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽůůĞĐƟǀĞ� ƉƐǇĐŚĞ�
ŽĨ� ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĂ͘� �ĐĂĚĞŵŝĐƐ� ĂƌĞ� ĐŽŵƉĞƟƟǀĞůǇ�
ĂƐƐĞƐƐĞĚ� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ� ƌĞĐŽƌĚ� ŝŶ�
ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ� ũŽƵƌŶĂůƐ� ƚŽ� ƐĞĐƵƌĞ� ŐƌĂŶƚƐ� ĂŶĚ�
ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐĂƌĞĞƌƐ͘�/ŶĞǀŝƚĂďůǇ͕ �ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĞƌƐ�
ŚĂǀĞ� ďĞĐŽŵĞ� ƐĞƌǀŝůĞ� ƚŽ� ĂŶ� ĂƌĐŚĂŝĐ� ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͕�
ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƐĞƌǀĞƐ�ŽŶůǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚƐ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŵŵĞƌĐŝĂů�
publishers. 

Open access (OA) represents a new business 
model in the academic journal industry, 
underpinned by the growth and reach of the 
ŝŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ͘�/ƚ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�ƵŶĨĞƩĞƌĞĚ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�
to all research material, as well as the right to 
ĐŽƉǇ�ĂŶĚ� ƌĞĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞ� ŝƚ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ� ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƟŽŶƐ͘�
ϭ� KƉĞŶ� ĂĐĐĞƐƐ� ;K�Ϳ� ƵƐĞƐ� ƚǁŽ� ĐŚĂŶŶĞůƐ�
ŽĨ� ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ͗� ƚŚĞ� ͞ŐŽůĚ͟� Žƌ� ƚŚĞ� ͞ŐƌĞĞŶ͟�
ƉĂƚŚƐ͘� ϭ� dŚĞ� ͞ŐŽůĚ͟� ƉĂƚŚ� ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞƐ� ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�
ŝŶ� ĨƌĞĞůǇ� ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�K�� ũŽƵƌŶĂůƐ� ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶ�
ƉĞĞƌ� ƌĞǀŝĞǁ� ƚŽ� ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĞ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�
ƌĞƉƵƚĂƟŽŶƐ͘� dŚĞ� WƵďůŝĐ� >ŝďƌĂƌǇ� ŽĨ� ^ĐŝĞŶĐĞ�
(PLoS) and BioMed Central (BMC) are leading 
ĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐ�ŽĨ�K��ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞƌƐ͘�dŚĞ�͞ŐƌĞĞŶ͟�ƉĂƚŚ�
ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƐĞůĨͲĂƌĐŚŝǀĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ǁŽƌŬ�ŽŶ�
ĂŶ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�ƌĞƉŽƐŝƚŽƌǇ͕ �ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ĨƌĞĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŚĂƌŐĞ�
ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ͘� ϭ� dĂďůĞ� ϭ� ŚŝŐŚůŝŐŚƚƐ� ƐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ� ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ� ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ� ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů� ĂŶĚ� K��
journals. 

KƉĞŶ� ĂĐĐĞƐƐ� ;K�Ϳ� ŽīĞƌƐ� ŵĂŶǇ� ĂĚǀĂŶƚĂŐĞƐ�
ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ� ƚŽ� ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů� ũŽƵƌŶĂů� ƉƵďůŝƐŚŝŶŐ͘�
�ǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ� ƐŚŽǁƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� K�� ŚĂƐ� ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂůůǇ�
increased the amount of scholarly work 
ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ� ƚŽ� Ăůů͕� ƌĞŐĂƌĚůĞƐƐ� ŽĨ� ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�
ƐƚĂƚƵƐ� Žƌ� ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶĂů� ĂĸůŝĂƟŽŶ͕� ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ�
the probability of research being read 
ĂŶĚ͕� ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐůǇ͕ � ŽĨ� ďĞŝŶŐ� ĐŝƚĞĚ͘� ϴ� KƉĞŶ�
access (OA) can integrate new technological 
ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚĞƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƚĞǆƚ�ŵŝŶŝŶŐ͕�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟǀĞ�
ĮůƚĞƌŝŶŐ͕� ĂŶĚ� ƐĞŵĂŶƟĐ� ŝŶĚĞǆŝŶŐ͕� ĂŶĚ� ŚĂƐ�
ƚŚĞ� ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů� ƚŽ� ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ� ŶĞǁ� ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�
ŵĞƚŚŽĚŽůŽŐŝĞƐ͘� ϴ� �� ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ� ďŽŶĞ� ŽĨ�
ĐŽŶƚĞŶƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ũŽƵƌŶĂůƐ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�
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dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ũŽƵƌŶĂůƐ KƉĞŶ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�;K�Ϳ�ũŽƵƌŶĂůƐ

WĞĞƌͲƌĞǀŝĞǁĞĚ Yes Yes

Pay-to-publish Some Yes

^ƵďƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ĨĞĞƐ Yes No

Degree of access �ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞĚ͖�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�
only to subscribers or 
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĐŽŶƐŽƌƟĂ�;Ğ͘Ő͕͘�
OVID)

�ůů�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�
anyone with internet access

^ƉĞĞĚ�ŽĨ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ dŝŵĞ�ǀĂƌŝĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƐƵďŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�
ƚŽ�ĮƌƐƚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�

Typically rapid; usually under 
Ϯϭ�ĚĂǇƐ�ƚŽ�ĮƌƐƚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ

^ƉĞĞĚ�ŽĨ�ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ �ĞƉĞŶĚƐ�ŽŶ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�
schedule

Typically rapid; within weeks 
ŽĨ�ĂĐĐĞƉƚĂŶĐĞ͕�ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ�
ůĞƐƐ͖�ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�
to be prepared for print 
ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ

Table 1. �ŽŵƉĂƌŝƐŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚ�K��ũŽƵƌŶĂůƐ͘�ϭϭ

the need for authors to relinquish copyright 
of their material. Open access (OA) allows 
ĂƵƚŚŽƌƐ� ƚŽ� ƌĞƚĂŝŶ� ĐŽƉǇƌŝŐŚƚ͕� ĂŶĚ� ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�
readers and other authors with the rights to 
re-use, re-publish, and, in some cases, create 
ĚĞƌŝǀĂƟǀĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ǁŽƌŬ͘�ϴ�&ƵƌƚŚĞƌŵŽƌĞ͕�K��
ďƌŝĚŐĞƐ� ďŽƚŚ� ƚŚĞ� ĚŝŐŝƚĂů� ĂŶĚ� ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů� ĚŝǀŝĚĞ�
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ� ƚŚĞ� ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ� ĂŶĚ� ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ�
ǁŽƌůĚƐ͕� ŵŝƟŐĂƟŶŐ� ƐŽŵĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ůŝŵŝƚĂƟŽŶƐ�
ĨĂĐĞĚ�ďǇ�ƐĐŝĞŶƟƐƚƐ�ŝŶ�ůŽǁͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ�ƚŽ�
ƉƵďůŝƐŚ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ǁŽƌŬ͘� /ŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶĂů� ƌĞƉŽƐŝƚŽƌŝĞƐ�
ĂŶĚ� K�� ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ� ĨĞĞ� ǁĂŝǀĞƌƐ� ŚĂǀĞ� ďĞĞŶ�
ŝŶƐƚƌƵŵĞŶƚĂů� ŝŶ� ƉƌŽŵŽƟŶŐ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�
ƉƌŽĮůĞ� ŽŶƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů� ƐƚĂŐĞ͕� ďǇ�
ƐŚĞĚĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ďƵƌĚĞŶ�ŽĨ�ĐŽƐƚ͘�ϵ

�ĞƐƉŝƚĞ� ŽīĞƌŝŶŐ� ĨƌĞĞ� ĂĐĐĞƐƐ� ƚŽ� ƌĞĂĚĞƌƐ͕� K��
ŚĂƐ� ďĞĞŶ� ƉůĂŐƵĞĚ� ďǇ� ŝƚƐ� ƐŚĂƌĞ� ŽĨ� ĐƌŝƟĐŝƐŵ͘�
dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƉƵďůŝƐŚŝŶŐ�ĮƌŵƐ͕�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ŝƚƐ�ĮĞƌĐĞƐƚ�
ŽƉƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ͕� ĐŽŶƚĞŶĚ� ƚŚĂƚ� K�� ũŽƵƌŶĂůƐ� ƐŚŝŌ�
ƚŚĞ� ĐŽƐƚ� ŽĨ� ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ� ĨƌŽŵ� ĐŽŶƐƵŵĞƌ� ƚŽ�
author, with fees ranging from $1,000-5,000 
ƉĞƌ� ĂƌƟĐůĞ͘� ϯ� tŚŝůƐƚ� ůĞǀĞůůŝŶŐ� ƚŚŝƐ� ĐƌŝƟƋƵĞ͕�
ĐŽŵŵĞƌĐŝĂů�ĮƌŵƐ�ŽǀĞƌůŽŽŬ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂĐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ĂůƐŽ�ĨŽŝƐƚ�ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ĨĞĞƐ�ŽŶƚŽ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌƐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�
ŵĂǇ�ĞǀĞŶ�ĞǆĐĞĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƐƚƐ�ŽĨ�K��ũŽƵƌŶĂůƐ͘�ϭ͕ϯ�
WƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽƐƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽǁ�Ă�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚ�

ŝŶ�ŐƌĂŶƚ�ĨƵŶĚ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌƐ� ŝŶĐƵƌ�
ŵŝŶŝŵĂů� ƚŽ� ŶŽ� ĐŚĂƌŐĞ͘� /ŶĞǀŝƚĂďůǇ͕ � ĞƚŚŝĐĂů�
concerns also arise from the OA model. The 
author-pay model may compromise the peer-
ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ĂƐ�ũŽƵƌŶĂůƐ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůůǇ�
ĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ�ŽŶ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚ�ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ͘�
,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ĂƐƐƵĂŐĞĚ�
in recent years, due to the widespread 
number of high-quality OA journals that 
ĞŵƉůŽǇ�ƌŽďƵƐƚ�ƉĞĞƌͲƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ŽŶ�ƉĂƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ƐƵďƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ� ĐŽƵŶƚĞƌƉĂƌƚƐ͘� ϭ� dŚĞ� ͞ŐƌĞĞŶ͟�
route also poses problems for authors who 
ŵĂǇ�ŶŽƚ�ƉŽƐƐĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů�ĐĂƉĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ�Žƌ�
ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƐĞůĨͲĂƌĐŚŝǀĞ�ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ͘

Open access (OA) represents the fastest 
growing business model for academic 
journals, and is likely to remain sustainable 
in the long-term. Many OA journals are now 
highly trusted, referenced, indexed, and well 
ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ͘� /ƚƐ� ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ� ŚĂƐ� ďĞĞŶ� ďŽůƐƚĞƌĞĚ� ďǇ�
ƚŚĞ� ĞǀŽůǀŝŶŐ� ŵĂŶĚĂƚĞƐ� ŽĨ� ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ� ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�
ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ Ɛ͛�EĂƟŽŶĂů�,ĞĂůƚŚ�
and Medical Research Council (NHMRC), the 
United Kingdom’s Wellcome Trust, and the 
NIH, placing research funded by their grants 
ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĚŽŵĂŝŶ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�Ă�ǇĞĂƌ�ŽĨ�ŝŶŝƟĂů�

ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘� ϳ͕ϭϬ� DĂũŽƌ� ĚĂƚĂ� ĂŐŐƌĞŐĂƚŽƌƐ�
ĂƌĞ� ĂůƐŽ� ĨĂĐŝůŝƚĂƟŶŐ� ƚŚŝƐ� ƚƌĞŶĚ͕� ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�
PubMed and OVID, releasing OA databases 
ĂŶĚ�ƉůĂƞŽƌŵƐ�ĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�K��ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů͘�ϭϭ�
�ƐƟŵĂƚĞƐ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ϲϬ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�Ăůů�ũŽƵƌŶĂů�
content will be published in OA journals by 
ϮϬϭϵ͘�ϭϭ�DŽƌĞŽǀĞƌ͕ �K��ũŽƵƌŶĂůƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƌĂƉŝĚůǇ�
ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ƐĂŵĞ� ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ� ŝŵƉĂĐƚ� ĂŶĚ�
ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ĂƐ�ƐƵďƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ũŽƵƌŶĂůƐ͕�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ĮĞůĚ�ŽĨ�ďŝŽŵĞĚŝĐŝŶĞ͕�ĂƐ�ƐƵŐŐĞƐƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ŽŶĞ�
ƐƚƵĚǇ͘� ϳ� DĂŶǇ� ŚĂǀĞ� ŽƉŝŶĞĚ� ƚŚĂƚ� K�� ĐŽƵůĚ�
ƌĞĚĞĮŶĞ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ�ŽĨ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ͕�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�
metrics such as number of downloads, 
bookmarks, tweets, and Facebook likes. 
WƌŽƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�K��ŚĂǀĞ�ƚƵƌŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ�
ƚŽ� ŚŽǁ� ĐŽƌƉŽƌĂƟŽŶƐ� ůŝŬĞ� ĚƌƵŐ� ĂŶĚ� ĐŚĞŵŝĐĂů�
ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞƐ� ĐĂŶ� ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ� ŝƚƐ� ĞīŽƌƚƐ͕� ǁŚŝĐŚ�
ďĞŶĞĮƚ� ĨƌŽŵ� ĨƌĞĞ� ĂĐĐĞƐƐ� ǁŚŝůĞ� ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�
ŽŶůǇ� Ă� ƐŵĂůů� ƐƵďƐĞƚ� ŽĨ� ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ� ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ� ĂŶĚ�
ĨĞĞƐ�ŽǀĞƌĂůů͘

dŚĞ� ĂĚǀĞŶƚ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ� ŚĂƐ� ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ�
Ă� ƌĞĂůŵ� ŽĨ� ƉŽƐƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ� ĨŽƌ� ƐŽŵĞ� ĂŶĚ� Ă�
ŵŝŶĞĮĞůĚ� ŽĨ� ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ� ĨŽƌ� ŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘� :ŽƵƌŶĂůƐ�
ŚĂǀĞ� ŶĂǀŝŐĂƚĞĚ� ƐƵĐŚ� ŽďƐƚĂĐůĞƐ� ĨŽƌ� ĐĞŶƚƵƌŝĞƐ͕�
ĞŵďƌĂĐŝŶŐ�ŶĞǁ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚĂƉƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�
ĐŚĂŶŐĞ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ�ŚĂƐ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞůǇ�
ƚƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵĞĚ� ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞƌƐ� ŝŶƚŽ� ͞ĚĞ� ĨĂĐƚŽ͟�
ŐĂƚĞŬĞĞƉĞƌƐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ůƵĐƌĂƟǀĞ� ĐŽŵŵŽĚŝƚǇ͕ �
it has also been the impetus behind the OA 
ƌĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͕�ƉƌŽǀŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ĐŽƐƚͲĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�
ĂŶĚ� ĞƋƵŝƚĂďůĞ� ĂůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀĞ� ƚŽ� ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�
ƉƵďůŝƐŚŝŶŐ͘��Ƶƚ�ǁŚŝůĞ�K��ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�
into the mainstay of journal publishing, 
perhaps its most immediate impact will be 
ƚŽ� ĚŝǀĞƌƐŝĨǇ� ĐŽŵƉĞƟƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ� ƉƌĞĐŝƉŝƚĂƚĞ� Ă�
cultural change within the industry that sees 
science re-emerge at the forefront of its 
interests. 
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